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"Teach her that the
idea of 'gender roles' is
absolute nonsense.
Don't ever tell her that
she should or should not
do something because
she is a airl.
'Because you arc a girl' is
never reason for anything.
Ever."
-Chimamanda Ngozi Adichic
Nigerian Writer
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[ have written Baicul for someone:
An Interview with the writer of Bakul
Phular Dare Dr. Mrinal Kalita

Translated from Assamese : Prachurjyva Borah

[Panchakanan: A Literary Forum, a conglomeration of the five literature departments -
Assamese_English Hindi. Bengali and Sanslknt - of Nowgong Girls' College, has invited
contemporary Assamese short story writer, novelist, author of children's literature and
winner of Sahitva Akademi's Bal Sahitva Puraskar, Dr Mninal Kalita under the banner of
"Meet the Author” programme. Kalita 1n an unapologetic manner, has talked about his
early life, s introduction to the world of literature and writing, the writing process_his
experience with students as a Math teacher. and his famous novel Bakul Phular Dare. He
sat with Prachurjva Borah and Prarthana Hazarika Assistant Professor of English and
Assamese of Nowgong Girls' College for an informal interview where he spilt the bean of
facing criticism, association with drama_ the word "popularity” and Bakul Phular Dare -
the novel and the mowvie. The following interview 1s a translation from Assamese Readers
of this translation can also look at the onginal mterview on YouTube at this link: https://
www youtube com ‘watch v=hxFkMu-TMmO&=6613s ]
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Prachurjya Borah (PB): At the very outset, I
would like to know from Sir that vou have excelled
in your writing in short stories, novels and essavs.
But we haven't heard anything about your poetrv.
Do you write poetry? Your opinion.

Mrinal Kalita (MEK): The fact that I don't write
poetry 15 ot true. I think [ have written at least 30
numbers of poems which are published in the mam-
stream Assamese joumnals - Gorivashi, Prakach. and
Satsori. But T have realised that mypoems are like
stories. When I read the poems of Hirendra Nath
Chakraborty, I find that his poems are becoming
stories. This case 15 also evident i the latest poems
of Harelerishna Deka. Thave found that mv poems
are constructing stories. L have realised that 'm not
eligible for poetry. T have thought, probably, that
poetry 1s not my forte. Sometimes, [ write poems
that I upload on Facebook but don't send them to
the journals. I'm not optimistic about my craft of
Writing poetry.

PB: Have vou published anv collection of poetry?
MK: No. Ido have poems but don't intend to make
itacollection

Prarthana Hazarika (PH): Hello Sir! Bakul Phular
Dare was awarded Bal Sahitya Puraskar by Sahitya
Akademi in 2021 Recently, the novel has also
reached 1ts 3 7th publication which we are all proud
of When we look at vour Children's Literature, we
find that vou have closely observed the minds,
behaviour and problems of the children So, what
15 your take on the current generation of children
and also the Children's Literature?

MK: This 1s a very sensttive and important topic -
the subject of Children's Literature. Our semor writ-
ers have always complained that Assamese books
do not sell. However. I believe that we. the writers,
are only to be blamed. When a child doesn't geta
proper Assamese text of his zone during childhood,
we cannot expect that child to read serious hooks
when he reaches adulthood. I cannot expect an adult
to understand my short stories if he has not been
exposed to children-centric books 1 his childhood.
Forthat Tbelieve [ am alsoto be blamed as a writer
IfT don't write Children's Literature fora child to
read then I have no right to ask a person why he
hasn't read mv short stores or novels.

‘We need to understand the pulse of the current gen-

eration and produce Children's Literature accord-
mg to thewr taste. [ am not saying that we do not
need Panchatantra. Hitopadesha, Burhi Aair Xadhu,
ete. We mustneed them but along with that we also
need "Osin Mumaideor Buddhipta”, the tales of
Bhabendra Nath Saikia and Nabakanta Baruah
which are all intelligent I think there 13 a big vacuum
of Children's Literature in Assamese Literature.
Therefore, when I discuss Children's Literature 1
do it consciously. Itake it myvself that Thaveto do
something for the children which only a few of our
senior writers have written.

PH: When we look at the character of Anubhab mn
Bakul Phular Diare, we feel that 1t reflects the life
and philosophy of novelist Mrinal Kalita Howdo
vou respond to this as anovelist?

MEK: It 13 complicated to answer vour question. The
author, knowingly or unknowingly, connects with
every character. In some cases_ 1t's more than usual.
The chapter which was earlier read, was, actuallva
scene from my home. Thave numerous collections of
books. I am shanng this anecdote with the students.
The only property L have acquired mmyv life 1s that I
have bought thousands of boolks worth 10 Lakhs.
But that doesn't mean that ] am a voracious reader.
There 1s a sentence in that chapter which reads "Kitap
Kinatu Kunu Birottor Kotha Nhot " [ am a well-paid
college teacher, and I do have money to buvbooks.
Whether I read them or not, that's my concern. So,
that sentence was my reflection as areaderthat it is
not a big deal to buy books. Anyvone can buy books
if he has money. What matters most 1s whether you
have read them or not.

The consolation of Nirmal and the things that
Anubhob said are real [ have already said that I
have wrnitten Bakul for someone. Through them_ 1
want to tell my own story.

PB: A few moments ago. vou said you are afraid
that people might onlv remember vou as a writer of
Bakul Phular Dare. Regarding this, [ want to know
that do you think the populanty of Bakul Phular Dare
will overshadow your other wrnitings.

MEK: Nowadays, when they introduce me_ they call
upon my name with the tag "popular writer” which 1s
annoying for me_[have a negative perspective on
the word "popular”. Whether this 15 a blessing or
curse, [ have never m my wildest dream wanted to
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be a popular writer. My 1dol 1s Saurabh Kumar
Chaliha who was reluctant to publish his name But
look at my fate. Every time I get introduced, I am
introduced as - a "popular wiiter”_ "the famous writer
of Bakul Phular Dare that witnessed 3 7th Publica-
tion" . Even I am not happywith these introductions.
I reckon that I still haven't got the calibre or achieve-
ment, for which my identity as the writer of Bakul
Phular Dare has become igger than mvidentityas a
short story writer. I understand that Thaven't created
something more remarkable than Balol or [ think nmy
other writings are not enough to overtake the sygnifi-
cance of Bakul Forwhich, my image 15 limited to the
popularty of Bakul Therefore, along with self-intro-
spection, [ criticise myself whether am I not capable
enough to seize the popularity of Bakul.

PH: Bakul Phular Dare has been made into a film_
The trailer 1s available on YouTube And Arunabh
Hazarika who acted as Ashim has won the best ac-
tor in the Child Artist category in the recently held
Prag Cine Awards which 1s wonderful What would
you like to tell us about the movie?

MEK: A few filmmakers have contacted me regard-
ing the movie. It was Rima Bora. who contacted
me first. She has produced her movies on crowd-
funding and she wanted to make it through crowd-
firndmg But 1t was not finalised. Subsequently, many
filmmakers have approached me. Then, during the
2020 Durga Puja. I got a call from renowned film-
maker Sanjib Hazarika [ was a fan of him I
watched his Halladharat a cinema hall Althoughl
was overwhelmed, I didn't show 1t over the phone.
Afterall I'm awrter Then he told me that he wanted
to make this film and asked me if anvone had pur-
chased the right to the movte. Now he has directed
the movie and Pride East Entertamnment 1s produc-
ing it. All faces are new. Unknown actors. That's
his creative choice. He has written the script, though
[ have given mputs in some scenes. But the whole
structure 15 his vision. Thave told him that if some-
body asks about the film 1t will be vours_and if about
the book 1t will be mine.

PB: I would like to know from you that at many
times vou have been influenced by Saurabh Kumar
Chaliha Assamese Literary critic. Prabhat Borah in
an article on Chaliha has said that since Chaliha was
not a student from the Literature department his ap-
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proach to literature was different. Arindam Sir has
also pointed out the same fact that as a student of
Mathematics, Mnnal Kalita's writing or approach 1s
different. A= a student of Mathematics, how different
1s vour approach 7

MEK: Because I am a student of Mathematics, one
thing [ know - [which I don't know whether 1t has
happened for the good or bad] - 1s that I do not
know what 15 a short story. Therefore, I do not know
how to write a short story. And about literary theory,
1 am absolutely ignorant. I know that we need liter-
ary theory, but when I write a short story, [ don't
need any. It is in the reader’s hands to judge whether
Mrinal Kalita's background as a math student im-
pacted positively or negatively on his works. Tt1s
better to leave this question to the readers and crit-
iCs.

PH: As a teacher of Mathematics. vou have writ-
ten math-specific articles. You have done the re-
search and you have already mentioned that math-
ematics 15 mserted in vour novel When we read
yvour novel and other math-related books, we find
that you have explained the problems lucidly. Upon
reading them_ we see that students can easily over-
come the fear of doing mathematics. Now, as you
are sitting 1n front of our students_ what would vou
like to suggest?

MEK : As ateacher of Mathematics, I reckon that
mathematics 15 not more difficult than the way it1s
percetved by the students. When [ try to solve a
problem in class, 1tell students that there 15 no need
for them to make the puzzle more puzzling It's not
that tough. You are already making it difficult by
thinking that mathematics is perplexmg. There1sa
preconcerved notion that "to become a sum, 1t has
to be difficult Nothing simpler can be mathemat-
ics”. For example, we all know that the age of the
son 1s always lesser than the father But if the same
thing is grven as a mathematical equation. many will
come to the weird conclusion that the father's age 13
lesser than the son's age. Students think that this
can be possible in mathematics. However, math-
ematics doesn't work like that A famous mathema-
tician once said that mathematics 15 the generalisation
of things, we see m front of us. Actually, mathemat-
1cs 15 the generalisation of common sense. When
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wie realise that we can taste mathematics differently
PH: 5ir, we have often seen you mvolved with The-
atre. You love to associate with drama workshops
and you have been associated with theatre-centric
groups and mstitutions. So, how do you see the fu-
ture of Assamese Theatre and also how are vou
associated with Theatre? Is there any future project
on Aszsamese Theatre?

MK: My story of being associated with Assamese
Theatre 15 that once [ wrote plays. I was awarded
the best plavwright in the college week of Cotton
College. After that, there was along gap. For many
vears ['was away from Drama Our group had bro-
ken up and there was areason for it. In Bakul, there
iz a scene that talks about a boy who loves to be
Jubilant and thinks of committing swicide. Tt can be
assurned that there is a big vacuum inside him. This
has happened tous. The leader of our drama group
committed suicide, thus leading to the final curtain
of our team and my association with drama

Now, Ilive in my village T have left Guwahati. My
village 1s not far from myv workplace. I have talked
about myy society i Bakul which people have praised
me for But what am I doing. in reality, for mv soci-
ety? We write about society’s ills on Facebook, but
what 15 our contribution towards our society”? Now
living in the village, I have started to think about my
society. [ have again started to assoctate with drama
workshops. The seriousness of subject treatment
and dialogue 1n a play 1= lacking here. However,
this 15 different 1n the case of Arun Sharma and
Bhabendra Nath Saikia's plays. Even, the plays
written spectfically for Mobile Theatre are also dif-
ferent. Tthink there 1s a lacuna in the field of drama
in Assam.

PB: Sir, Bakul has now reached 1ts 3 7thpublication.
First of all, congratulations on that. Today, if we
look at the publication scene of Assamese books,

we find that Bakul 1s ahead of its contemporaries in

rapid publications. From popular literature's per-
spective, we can call Bakul a bestseller. My ques-
tion to you 15, wWhat 15 your feeling as awnterofa
Best Seller? If T ask vou, 1s there any formula to
write a best seller” How would you like to respond?

= 8 MK: Thave already mentioned that the word "popu-

lar" doesn't suit me at all. Since T have a negative
view of the word, [ thought that like me others have
also considered the same . Now, people can scruti-
nize me with the same lens_ as [ am called a popular
writer I am not happy with the terming in the sense
that people might think otherwise. On the other
hand, Itake it pozitively that despite people's crti-
cism of Assamese readers and the new generation,
Bakul has reached 1ts 37th Publication. This gives
me happiness. Thelieve there 15 still hope and ev-
erythung 15 not finished vet. And there 1s no formula
for a best-seller. If'there 15 any, [ would have wnt-
ten Bakul specifically for this. Thave never written
Balkl to become a best-seller Even, my early read-
ers predicted that it would not see many publica-
tions as it 1s an education-centric book where Math-
ematics 15 mserted.

PB: My last question to you, 5Sir! We know that
yvou are currently working on a novel. We heard
that it 1s going to be a campus novel. What would
you hike to tell us about your current project?
MK: Yes, I'm writing a novel It 12 based on the
various aspects of a college. As a college teacher,
how are we fulfilling the hopes of society mtenms of
educating the students7 Are we successfil in deli-
ering that? Ifnot. why? What 1s the real scenanio of
the academic environment inside the college pre-
mises? My novel is about all these questions. Thave
completed 20 chapters and I need at least 14 more
to complete 1t.

PB: Thank vou, Sir.
PH: Thank you for the conversation.

Translator - Asst. Professor Depariment of English
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A View on The Consumer Behaviour
on Online Shopping

Leena Bora Hazari

Online marketing which 15 also known as internet
marketing. web marketing or digital marketing 1z a set of
tools and methodologies used for promoting products
and services through the mtemet. Many compamies have
reducing the price of their products and services to
products, to take feedback and also to conduct
satisfaction survevs with consumers. With more and
more consumers become increasingly familiar with the
internet and its benefit. online shopping 1s becoming
popular and getting preference among the groups of
consumers seeking greater value and convemence Web
based shopping has been anising quickly as of late.
Electronic commerce 1s used for both business to
business (B2B) and business to consumer (B2C)

bbr

R Boyiig teoducts Boii ek daline S &
shop. e-store. intemet shop. web shop. web store or
amt rrinirnedia fles; Typically ihe customes selevis iloms
to be listed on an order form kmovwn as a 'shoppmg cart
and pays with different form of payment The products
are then shipped to the customer's address or in the case
of digital media products such as music, software, e-
books or movies may be downloaded onto the
customer's computer

Comsumes bchsvions foronline thopping cansot e
same as used m traditional marketing, as the concept
brings with 1t umque features of offerings to the consumer
The mclination towards online shopping 1s based on the
fact that it provides customer to shop anything from any
place that makes it convenient to purchase products like



fumsrture, books. electronic apphances, Olllill@‘ Sllﬂppil]g \ill workforce. The vounger generation has
household items and many more. India 1s Pl'ﬁl-‘ie([ for been described as tech savvy, which

Customers do not have to face any - %IE‘EI?EI _ means that they can use e-commerce
additional hassles like traffic, crowds. a{'i"?lﬁle?nlg%l as with ease. Telecom and growth of

varieties at one shop etc. There 15 no
specific time period to shop, we can buy
any tiume instead of waiting for store to
open. There are manyv advantages of
online shoppmg wihich can be encased on
touch of finger trips. Online retailers
require huge number of online customers
for their survival and to ereate wealth It
1s pretty obvious that if customers do not
feel user friendly and easy access to the
online retail site, they undoubtedly wall go
elsewhere.

Today's consumer market 15 made
up of older and newer elements and 1s
basically a hybnid. The IT revolution has
changed the style of shoppmg by offermg it on touch of
fingertipes via online shopping. Online shopping has
mfluenced the consumer behaviour n many ways like for
example increased consumer power, excess to
mformation, more products and services, interactive and
mstant exchanges, access to multiple shopping websites,
flexi time and place convenience etc. According to the
study done by Retailers Association of India (RAI)
"Conzumer buymng behaviour m India 15 passing through
the ongoing changes, here the factors such as
technology, education, income and media play a leading
role in shopping the consumer aying behaviour " Many
studies related to consumer behaviour, shows that the
Indian consumer have become more educated than
earlier. Decreasing cost of electronic gadgets such as
computer, mobile, tab and easy access to internet 1n
these gadgets. motivating the people even from the
villages and small towns to take the advantages of digital
revolution. Many people from interiors are also looking
for online tools to improve their life stvles. People prefer
to choose from mumber of websnes for goods ranging
from beauty and fashion products to msurance and travel
options. In terms of population, India has one of the
youngest populations in the world. Every vear 1t adds
around two million people as college graduates to the
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penetration grows,
but the point 1s
how the
consumers can be
made aware that
one of the safely
aspects of using
various payments
methods Tor online
transactions.
Online customers
should be
protected from _
fraudulent use of
credit cards.
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Internet usage m India has mereased as
the government has opened the telecom
sector to private investment.

Online shopping n India 1s praised
for greater acceleration as internet
penetration grows, but the point 1s how
the consumers can be made aware that
one of the safety aspects of using
various payment methods for online
transactions. Online customers should
be protected from fraudulent use of
credit cards. While online shoppmg 1s a
good place for bargain hunting and to
get products at a very competitive
price, it somehow has not worked 1ts
charm m India. As most of the online shopping portals
are m English, so this has posed a problem in front of
the prospective buvers. People from English medium
background may be found conversant 1n more than
one language but people from rural area dependent
mostly on one language. Less prevalence of credit
card 1% one more reason for the consumer remaining
away from this modern means of shopping. Although
many sites are accepting cheque, cash on delivery
and bank demand drafts, but still a larger section of
the service provider rest on plastic moneyv. Many cases
of delayved delivery, damaged or inferior goods,
guality 1ssues and even instance of cheating where the
goods were never shipped have been reported. The
much proclaimed ease and convenience come with a
heavy price and overall, consumers do not have a
good expenence with the results of online shopping.
Another problem 1s most of the goods are over-
priced and if at all anv products are priced at a
reasonable rate, its quality 1s compromised. Besides
that_ there is no feature like exciting prices, killer
deals, delivery guarantee, after sales support nor
replacement warranty. Shipping charges also make 1t
overpriced. People not having the knowledge of
returning products have to recerve what he or she had
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expected. There 15 also one problem if matenial has
been delivered to a customer, but due to family
problems he or she did not find time to return goods
in recommend time. Some companies advise to return
good through registered post with clearly statement on
the invoice the reason for return and whether vou
require a refund on exchanged, we are only able to
exchange items for the same product, personalised
ttems are also non-refundable, some goods are non-
refundable for hyvgiene reasons.

To overcome all the problems faced by the
consuimers on online shopping, one should be aware on
these points— e-commerce awareness, vaned payment
options. awareness regardmg secunty measure, highlight
the benefit of shopping at home. emphasis an after sale
service etc. Online shopping s handy, when people are
shopping. People getting stuck with the selection and
prices 1 the stores around their home. They can shop
anywhere, anytime and can be competitive about 1t but

"o

risks are also there. So stayving safe while a customer 15
shopping online 15 paramount. Some tips for shopping
safely online are - not to shop publicly, not to store
mnformation elsewhere, to venify website security, to
choose credit over debit etc.

At the end. we can say that online shopping has
come up as a boon for all type of consumers and 1t

has something to offer for everyone. Despite of this
fact that 1t 1= highly convement and time saving and to
certatn extent 1t 1s also cost cutting experience as one
need not to step out of his'her home for online
shopping. In order to boost online shopping 1 India.
priority should be given to understanding customer
online shopping behaviour and the factors that affect
online shopping behaviour. The online made of
shopping 15 a mult party activity that has interconnection
personnel, so everyone should give 1ts best part for 1ts
SUCCESS.

Wiiter : Associate Professor, Dept. of Economics
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Environmental Ethics
and 1ts different facets

Dr. Sanchita Bora

The academic approach to ethics 15 divided mto two
realms- 1) Theoretical ethics and 1) Practical ethics or
Applied Ethics. The term "applied ethice’ 1s used m prac-
tical sense to find moral solutions to problems in society.
Environmental ethics is relatively a new branch in the field
of applied ethics. It concerns how humans, as moral
agents, should best live thewr lives mtheir respective en-
vironments. It includes the studv of human beings_the
study of the environment and the study of the relation-
ship between the two.

The term environment has been denved from a
French word Environia’ means 'to surround' So, envi-
ronment means everything around to a living being_ Tt1s
not only the space in which life develops, but 1t also -
cludes living beings_ objects, water, so1l_airand the rela-
tionship among them. The state of being environed means
the conditions in which a person or thing lives. Environ-
ment can be defined as the sum total of all surroundings
of a living orgamsm, including natural forces and other
living things. which provide conditions for development
and growth as well as of danger and damage.

Environmental ethics 1s the systematic study ofthe
ethical relationship between human beings and the natu-
ral environment When environmental ethics emerged as
anew sub-discipline of philosophy in the early 1970s, 1t

did so by posing a challenge to traditional
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anthropocentrizsm The reason for the development of
environmental ethics as a specific discipline 15 the nega-
tive impact of industrial technology, the capitalist mode
of economic development, and the population explosion.
Rachel Carson's 'Silent Spring' (1963) consisted of a
number of essayvs described how harmful were the pes-
ticides such as DDT, aldrin and dieldrin The concept of
environmental ethics became a more powerful idea due
to the work of Paul R Ehrlich and Anne H Ehrlich's "The
Population Bomb' in 1968 _In the 1970s, environmen-
talist thinkers like Arne D E Nesz{who comned the term
'deep ecology’).Holmes Rolston and so ondevelopeda
coherent view of environmental ethics that valued all crea-
tures of Nature.

Environmental ethics 1s working as a link between
theory and practice of environmental conservation. It
provides moral principles to guide our actions related to
the well-being of the natural environment and the man-
agement ofthe activities related to climate change and
environmental justice. It also helps in judging an ethical
action as night or wrong depending on whether it 1s good
for the environment. Environmental ethics stimulates the
rise of errvironmental activism and campaign for ecologi-
cal literacy. It fosters a sense of belongimgness within the
world. The function of environmental ethics is to restore
the harmony of man and nature and develop an under-
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standing of'the necessity for environmental conservation
activities. The fondamental objectrve of environmental
ethics 1s to enlist the duties of human bemgs to save the
environment. It extends the area of consideration from
human beings to plants and animals and material things
like rock. soil etc.

Environmental ethics 15 now established as a sub-
discipline of applied ethics i particular and of moral phi-
losophy 1n general. still it 1s a growing field of epistemo-
logical endeavour. It has expanded the study of ethics
bevond the realms of academic philosophical
discourse As Environmental ethics 15 commuatted to real-
world environmental 1ssuesit has 1ts different facets.

a) Eco Altruism

Altruism 1s an ethucal standard that considers the
welfare of others. Altruistic actions lay stress on the ben-
efits of others and 1t involves empathetic concem for oth-
ers_In the early stages of the development of morality,
the term ‘altruism’ was used mn the sense of concern for
human well-being only. Now, the concept of altruism 1s
used in a broader sense in environmental ethics. The later
developments of the concept of altruism expand to 1n-
clude the well-bemng ofthe environment and the earth The
application ofthe concept of altruism on an ecological
level 1s to re-establish a relationship between man and
his environment.

The eco-ethical relationship between man and na-

ture 1s umique but man alienated himself from nature
through the use of modem technology and a consumenist
lifestyle Altruism releases man from the clutches of
anthropocentrism_ [t extends the sphere of ethics to the
natural environment which is essential for the future of
human existence. Altruism considers the well-being of
other human beings and all sentient and non-sertient be-
ings. It 1s an ethical practice of indriduals and transcends
the boundaries of the self Altruism involves both anthro-
pocetttric emvironmentalism and non- anthropocentric en-
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vironmentalism
b) Eco-philosophy

Eco-philosophy 15 concerned with the ecological
harmony among humans, plants, animals, and the enwvi-
ronment. It 1s an essential philosophy today because of
the environmental crisis, climatic changes. population
explosion, etc. which are posing a great threat to the
existence of human bemgs and other lrving orgamsms The
emergence of eco-philosophy 1s an alternative attemipt
to comrect the 1ll effects of modermn industrial technology
that threaten the existence of humanity and all living be-
mngs_Eco-philosophy 1s a resolution for the restoration
of'the natural environment and changing the earth mnto
good habitat It 1s an altmistic understanding of nature,
and an attempt to transform the individual man into an
upgraded cosmic man of nature. Eco-philosophy identi-
fies and gives equal status to man and nature, and estab-
lishes ecological egalttarianism.

Indrvidual man acquires moral maturity through eco-
logical wisdom, in the light of expeniences with nature.
Indrviduals can realize that he/she 1s a part of nature and
behave altrustically. Eco-philosophy expands the con-
cept of altruism to mnclude all other living organisms and
the environment. Naturally, conservation activities are a
very urgent need for our existence and survival Forthe
practice of eco-philosophy, indniduals need an eco-ethi-
cal understanding. The indrvidual has to develop an ethi-
cal obligation towards nature and pass through the prac-
tical experience of altnustic actrvities.
¢) Eco-sophy

Ecosophy -the term was first introduced by the
French post-structuralist philosopher Felix Guattari and
Norwegian philosopher, Ame Naess. Generally, the
terms ecosophy and eco-philosophy are used synony-
mously concermned with the well-being of Nature or
Mother Earth. But there 1s a slight difference between
eco-sophy and eco-philosophy in the practice of envi-




ronmental conservation. Eco-philosophy is a general
outlook to conserve nature and biodiversity. [t 1s an aware-
ness about the conservation of the environment such as
sea shore_land, forest, wildlife, air, water, landscape. and
different landforms n different countries. On the other hand,
ecosophy gives importance to the ethical value-prionity of
the conservation activity according to the need of the en-
vironmment and siuation. The concept of altruism 1s the basic
principle of eco-philosophv at a macro level and ecosophy

at amicro level of indrvidual consciousness.

There are different perspectives of the ecosophy in
different indrviduals. For example, one individual 1s -
volved in the activities ofthe conservation of the rivers,
whereas some other indrviduals are engaged in the con-
servation of water resources or afforestation. Some other
individuals mav practice soil conservation and the re-
moval of plastics from the biosphere and others may
purify contaminated objects Man can restore the envi-
ronment through ecosophy, which 15 an application of an
individual's eco-philosophical 1deas in a particularized
activity of environmental conservation Ecosophyvisa
more particularized understanding of an individual's moral
obligation and subjective outlook of nature and 1t 1s the
gumding principle of his her actrvities of conservation of
nature. The application of eco-philosophical concepts in
an mdividual's particulanized activity 1s entitled ecosophy.
Ecosophy1s a dynamic actrvty of particulanzed mdividual's
environmental conservation_ It 1s an activitv-oriented
philosophy:

d) Eco spirituality

Eco-spirmuality 15 a modem expression of the tume-
less truth- the divine oneness of life. It1s a mamfestation
of the spiritual connection between human beings and
the emvironment Present crisis of the world 13 termed as
a'crisis of cosmology' by famous eco theologician Tho-
mas Berryv. Only because of pride_ humans are getting
greedier, more selfish egoistic, cruel, and violent and fail
to perceive the cries of the other creatures of the
cosmos Eco-spirmtuality 13 now considered as a world
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iew, a conviction. an attitude. It 1s an outlook, a holistic
approach to deal with environment crisis. It 15 a commat-
ment that 1s closelv related to deep ecology. Eco spintu-
ality 1& kev to sustainability: It s a life suiding farth. more
precisely away of hife.

Eco-spirttuality embraces an ethics of non-violence
and sustamability. Motto of eco- spirttualty 1s-be pas-
sionate to nature_not imperative. Eco-spirituality mcor-
porates an intuitive and embodied awareness of all Iife
and engages a relational view of person to planet, inner
to outer land-scape, and soul to soil Eco-spintuality pro-
motes what 1s fundamental to sustainable living Ttisa
process of transformation of mind from Ego Conscious-
ness (Material consciousness) to Eco-consciousness
{Sparitual consciousnesses).

e) Ecosophical altruism

When the concept of altruism breaks the boundary

of the human species and expands and applies to all liv-

ing beings and the environment it 1s called ecosophical
altruism_ Ecosophical altruism can foster an attitude of
gratitude and indebtedness towards nature for giving
everything tous. The concept of ecosophical altruism s
anunseen precondition for all environmental or ecologt-
cal preservation activities. The practice of an ecosophucal
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altruistic activity 1s harmonizing the indrvidual's physical,
psychological and spirttual realms.

Ecosophy is a vital part of human life and the prac-
tice of ecosophical altruism atms for man to resolve the
environmental problem to a greater extent in the
world Environmental activists introduced eco-sophical
altruism to change the present economic structures mto
sustainable models Man can restore the harmony of
nature with the practice of ecosophical altruism and
maititains the sustamable existence of human beings and
other living organmisms The individual's ethical under-

standing and moral obligation are essential to the prac-
tice of ecosophical altruism_

The UN declared April 22 as International Mother
Earth Dav. All human bemgs should realize that we are
members of Earth and its ecosystem 1s our common
home. The Earth Day celebration reminds us to deliber-
ately reestablish harmony with nature and to maintain a
balance among the economic, social, and emvironmental
requirements, and a balance between the present and
future generations.

Environmental ethics 1s functioning altruistically to

resolve the present environmental crisis and replace the
anthropocentric value system with an ecocentric value
system_An eco-sophical shift in lifestyle 1s essential to
lrving in hanmonv with nature. According to eco- phi-
losophers, environmental 1ssues are the result of a wrong
approach to nature as we exploit nature for economic
profits Nature activists bring awareness about the sen-
ous threats of environmental calamities to the public and
motrvate mdividuals, scientists, and philosophers to adopt
sustainable models of growth and development.
Altruism 1s an important postulate of environmen-

tal ethics. It helps man to synthesize ecology and ethics
in one platform for organizing activities of environmen-
tal conservation Altrustic attitudes and activities are
very essential for individual, social and ecological
development Altruism begins with a concern about the
well-being of man, expands to the well-being of all liv-
ing organisms,_ and further extends to the natural envi-
ronment. Man can transform from ethical altruism into
the broader form of ecosophical altruism to conserve
the environment with human activity.

Writer : Associate Professor, Dept, of Philosophy
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Status of Smallholder
Farmers in India

Binod Goswami

Agriculture Census of India conducted during 2013-16
classified farmers of India mto five categories on the ba-
sis of operational holdings. Theyvare large, medium_ semi-
medium, small and marginal farmers. The farmer who
own more than 10 hectares of land are kept under large
farmer category, between 4 hectares to 10 hectares un-
der medium farmer category, between 2 hectares to 4
hectares under semi-medium category, between 1 hect-
are to 2 hectare under small farmer category and the
farmers who posses less than one hector of land are kept
under marginal farmer category. In Assam one hectare 13
considered as 3 987 bigha; where in 1 bigha is equal to
3 katha and one katha 15 equal to 2_B80 square feet. The
small and marginal farmers together are called
smaltholders.

As per the Census, there were atotal of 146 45 mullion
operational holdings in India out of which 100.25 mullion
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were marginal and 25 8 million were small The small
and marginal holdings taken together constituted 86 .08

percent of total holdings. The numbers of'small and mar-
ginal holdings have been mcreasing due to gradual frag-
mentation of land holdings with successive generation.

Around 1.5 to 2. 0 million new marginal and small hold-
ers are bemng added every vear in India (Kakat1 and
Roy.2019)

. As the smallholders operate 1n very lesser amount of
land thev are unable to generate enough surpluses of their
produce. These farmers face several constramts like lim-
ited bargaining power, absence of economies of scale,

access to mformation and inabality to participate equally
in the price discovery mechanism in comparison with
large farmers Small and marginal farmers are also often
forced by the rich farmers, traders, monevlenders and
commission agents to sale thewr produce at much lesser

14



price to them than prevailing market price which pre-
vents them to get rid of the vicious circle of
indebtedness(Acharva & Agarwal N L. 2016).

Another problem that the smallholders face is that
they by and large grow staple crops (cereals, pulses,
otlseeds) but the retums from this produce are much lesser
than the return obtained by the producers of high value
crops like fruits, vegetables, fiber, condiments & spices
and sugarcane. This 15 becanse the average productivity
as well as marketing value of staple crops i1s much lesser
than high value crops (Chand, 2017).

India's agricultural productivity as well as produc-
tion has significantly increased since the middle of the
2{th century as an outcome of the widespread adoption
of the green revolution. This improved agricultural in-

comes, which in turmn raised the demand for farm equip-
ment foruse m farming. Even while this marked a signifi-
cant shift in Indian agniculture_large farmers_ particularly
those i the northwestern region of the nation, realized
its benefits more than small-holder farmers. There are
two reason for this. First the machmery goods were more
expensive and indrvisible and secondby uneconomical size
of the operational land holdings of small and marginal
farmers. However, with the emergence of rental market
of farm machinenes from 1970s, small and marginal fann-
ers got opportunity to mechanize their fanming actrvities.
But 1n this market too they face some another sort of
difficulties mn using the machinenies efficiently. Since the
farm machinery goods are too expensive; only big farm-
ers or traders could procure for using them m their farm-
ing activities as well as for eaming extra income by rent-
ing out them. The owners of such machineries usually
exercise thetr control m hinng out them to small holders.
Small holder can use them only after the owners fimsh
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thetr farming actrvities. Consequently, in many cases small
holders fail to use these machinenies at proper time which
not only delays the fanming activities of small holders but
also affects the quantum of harvest. This phenomenon s
also applicable i case of use ofthe post-harvester ma-
chineries by small-holders. The mefficiencies in the rental
market of fanm machinenes as well as limited aware-
ness_access and ability to pay are some of the crucial
factors responsible for limited uptake of mechamzation
among small holders during post-harvest phases Asa
result, a considerable amount of produce of small-hold-
ers etther lost or wasted and they fall short of realizing
fair and remunerative price of their produce. Small and
marginal famers face first order effect for this . Tn addi-
tion to that smaltholders farmers are unable to put their
produce efficiently in the post-harvest marketing
chamn due to poor storage facilities, lack of infra-
structure, lack of processing facilities, and tnad-

@  equatemarket facilities.

Farmers' income 1s one of the measures to
assess farmers' welfare It 1s ironical that no any
govemment agency estimate as well as publish
data of farmers’ mcome; even the Central Statis-
tical Organization (CSO) which 1s entrusted for
. estimation of national income of India does it.
8 However in 2003 National Sample Survey Or-

| Situation Assessment surveyon farmers, and from
that data on farmers' income become available. This or-
ganization also repeated surveys on status of farmers in
Indian 2013 and 2021 Data obtained from these sur-
veys have been used by the scholars to know the status
of farmers. From the studies of the scholars 1t has been
found that farmers’ income in India has reached such a
low level that most farmers are unable to meet their ba-
sic needs with 1t It 1s because of the decrease in the
profitability of crop cultrvation due to increase n input
cost as well as wage hills. As per NSSO (2021) it 1s not
the crop production rather wages and salaries have be-
come the major source income for smallholder farmers.
At the same time the share of cultivation income to total
mncome of farmers has decreased.

In recent decades the income from crops has been
continuously decreasing. Now income from crop is not
the major source of farmers’ income as well as it has
become so low that smallholder are unable to pay even
for the basic necessities. Naravanamoorthy has carned
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out several studies (2006, 2011, 2013, 2017 & 2021)
on various 1ssues farmers' income using CCS and the
NS50's Situation Assessment Survey data of 2003,
2013 and 2021 . The NSSO-Situation Assessment Sur-
vey report provide data on income for farmer house-
holds under five sources which include wages, netre-
cetpt from crop cultivation, net receipt from farmmg of
animals. leasing out the land and the non-farm business.
Narayanamoaorthy (2006) studied the level of fanm in-
come using the N550's Situation Assessment Survey
data of 2003 across the major states and found that the
annual average mncome of a farmer's household for the
country as a whole from all sources was Rs 25 380 in
2003.The annual average income from crop cultivation
was only Rs_11.628 per household during the period. It
was only 43 percent of the total mcome. A farmers'
household just earned Rs 32 per day which was much
lower than average agricultural wage rate that prevailed
at that time in the country(Narayvanamoorthy, 2017).
Narayanamoorthy (2006) also estimated annual net -
come of a farmer household by deducting the expend:-
ture on cultivation from the average cultivation income
and found that it was only Rs. 8,791 at all India level
State level analvsis show that many of the states even fail
to cover the cost of production from mcome of crop
cultrvation.

Retums from crop cultivation are essential for the
survival of farmers as well as for remvestment m agricul-
ture. If it 15 not regular and madequate, farmers may face
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several hardships. Namavanamoorthy (2013) studied the
1zsue of profitability 1n Crops Cultivation m India using
Cost of Cultivation Survey Data. One major finding of
the study was that cost of cultivation of crops has been
increasing over the vears because of rise in wage rate of
labour, input prices and other managerial costs.

Afier the publication of NS5O Situation Assess-
ment Survey report in 2021 for the period of 2018-19,

aravanamoorthy made another study to know the

trends 1n annual income of farmer household by source
in 2021 His study found that the annual wage mcome
per farmer household, the net income from farming of
animals and non-farm business income have mcreased
consistently in between 2002-03 to 2018-19. But a dif-
ferent trend 1n case of the net receipt from crop cultiva-
tion was noticed. From 2003 to 2013 though the net
recetpt from cultrvation mereased but it sharply decreased
from 2013 to 2018 at all India level. The net receipt
from crop cultivation increased from Rs. 14,539 1 2002-
03 to Rs. 21,557 1n 2012-13, but it reduced to Rs.
18555 in 2018-19 at constant prices at the all-India
level

Further, from the studies (Report of government
of India on Doubling of Framers Income, 2017 &
Narayanamoorthy,2021) 1t has been found that among
the various sources of farmers' income the share of
cultivation decreased with the decrease in the size of
the landholdings. Cultrvation 1s the major source of -
come for the medium_ semi-medium and large farmers




whereas for small and marginal farmers wages and sala-
ries constituted the principal source of income. The
share of ncome from cultivation to the total income of
large fanmers, medium and semi-medmm and small and
marginal farmers were 85.5 percent, 70 8 percent and
363 percent respectively (Government of India report,
2017). Small and marginal farmers derived their larg-
est share of income from wages and salaries which ac-
counted 393 percent.

This low level of profitability of crop production has
discouraged many of the farmers to take cultivation asa
source of livelthood and hence around 40 percent of fanm-
ers wanted to quit culttvation if alternattve sources of Irve-
lihood were available for them and among these farmers
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the amount of small and marginal farmers were quite large
(INSS0, 2003). I this sttuation prevails for longer dura-
tion_ a day will come India will again face crisis in food
production which prevailed duning the mitial vears of its
independence. Evenafter 75 vears of independence, ag-
riculture sector is still backbone of Indian economy as
large section of people of India particularly from rural
area depends on agniculture for their livelihood. Agnicul-
ture also forms the most important source of raw mate-
nial of many of the manmufactunng sector of India Indiais
now fifth largest economy of'the werld. In such scenario
the economic conditions of smallholders should be ad-
dressed properly so that they can realize better price of
their produce and are able to enhance their income.
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Prospect

tudy of History in the Twenty-
First Century: Perspective and

Kalyan Bora

Once Martin Luther King_Jr said,

"We are not makers of history, we

"'_
are made by history”. From defin-
ing identity to shapme the world, let's
take acloser look at why studying
history 1s crucial to humanity Aswe
all knew, future has a past. All this
talk of the future and what 1t holds
should make us realize this one
thing. Why would we tum our backs

on 1t?7 We shouldn't- and we'll tell

vou why. Leaming about what happened in the past and

why gives us msight into what can happen in the future.

How? & can help us predict outcomes on current events,

define ouridentities, gives us a better understanding of
different cultures, understanding of different cultures. un-

derstand change, combat 1znorance, open doors, and

inform our work experiences.

The future of history as an academic discipline has been
causing concerns for the professionals ofhistory (namely,

the historians and teachers of history) for a long time due

to the facts that,

1} Historyhas been withdrawn from the list of com-
pulsory subjects at the secondary level in some states,

11} In the recent national curriculum framework his-
tory 15 clubbed wath a number of allied and cognate dis-
ciplines under the name of social studies or social sci-
ences,

111) History no longer offers any special advantage
as an electrve n all-India services examinations or the
state-level competitive examinations due to the availabality
of other options

1v) The students in these days are more impressed
bw job- oriented and professional courses
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=5 v) The student enrollment
in history has been falling in the
colleges over the years, the stu-
dent often complaming that the
reading matenials 1n history 15
heavyand boring and m an era
of high marks_ historv 15 not
among the more-scoring sub-
| jects
vi)The employment oppor-
tunity for those studyving history
has thinned down over the vears

vii) In one state fashion design has been identified
to be an alternatrve choice for history, while in a number
of universities the departments of history are offering
certificate or diploma courses in tourism as preparatory
steps towards introduction of parallel master's
programme.

The concemns have been compounded by the pre-
dicted extra-ordinary nature of the twenty-first century
and the symptoms of its corporate characteristics be-
coming crvstal clear since the dawn of the century,
coupled with the massive speed of globalization that 15
the hallmark ofthis century. Perform and deliver, or per-
ish- 15 the message; loud and clear Elsewhere, the
twenty- first century has been identified as a centurv of
modem science and technology; there is indeed a revo-
lution m mformation technology and globalization 1s the
kev phenomenon of this century In the meantime, we have
already heard of the ‘'end of history' and the 'return of
history’.

Couple of years back. the world 1s celebrating the
bicentenary of the birth of Charles Darwin whose Ongin
of the Species (published in 1859) gave the theory of
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evolution that revolutionized the studies and research in
life sciences and sigmificantly influenced other sciences
mcluding social sciences. This theory of evolution pre-
dicted the survival of the fittest, on the basis of historical
experience of the evelution ofthe species (1e_ the higher
species survive by suppressing the lesser beings). What
15 often mizsed 1s that Darwin's framework 15 also a clue
to understand the importance of knowledge of hustory in
scientific research_ particularlv in observing the natural
world and predicting 1ts future, because history 1s not
just a discipline but is also a method of understanding the
process of change which 15 a natural law and without
that knowledge science itself might have been doomed
toan irrecoverable state of stagnation and retardation of
progress.

However, this 15 unlikely to happen for the simple
reason that the scientific methods are solidly founded on
the basis of empirical evidence and histonical paradigms
for observation of the physical and natural phenomena.
Moreover, the importance of historical method in the sci-
ences is not just for an understanding of the past but also
for cammying the knowledge of the past mto the future by
way of application of the experience of the past for pre-
dicting and controlling the future. It 1s the provability of the
truth by expeniments and the capability to predict the re-
peatability of a phenomenon that make up the body of
systematic knowledge which is called science. Onthe other
hand. Darvan's theory of evolution 1s of immense relevance
to history in the sense that history 1s also a process which
1z concernad with the onigin and evolution of the human
race and the societies. mstitutions. ideas etc. as well asthe
changes and development i those due to human or natu-
ral mterventions and inputs. The so-calledcentury of sci-
ence and technology should therefore take into account
that wherever there 1s a need to recall the expenience of
the past or to work further on the advances made till date,
history will automatically come in- in whatever name one
may call it, and that the theory of progress would become
meamngless without the knowledge of history. In deed,
history 15 a process; ithas no end and hence, no question
of its retum_ The immense importance of the knowledge
of history i human crvilization and human progress, social
management, day to day functioming of the states and ad-
munistration. formulation of plans and policies and to avord
the danger of repetition of disasters and calamities, hardly
needs any elaboration: There are also other disciplines
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which are growing and expanding by taking inputs from
history, and all these have justified the mter-disciphinary
position of history and 1ts applied character

Ag professionals of history, we must appreciate that
the concerns and priorities of the human in contempo-
rary society are fast changing under the pressure of
emerging lifestvle and the changing value-system along-
side the phenomenal progress in science and technology
and the pressure of globalization_ and the world is be-
coming a small hamlet with the information technology
connecting not only every comer of this planet but also
assaulting mto the space. The memory gadget of the tiny
computer 1s much larger than that of the human and 1t
can be stored for a long time by way of updating and re-
duplicating. whereas the human memory has proved to
be always short. The pride in henitage or the concern for
ethnic, cultural or national 1dentity may not be the tramp
cards for long, since the human 1s rediscovenng itselfas
part of the global-whole and the information is sponta-
neously flowmng from all directions. In this emerging sce-
nario, a handful of researchers mav still be on the job to
expand the frontiers of knowledge about the past and
the results may be made available for transmission to
whosoever might require them at once by the use oftech-
nology.

Now the question 15, will that be history; the histo-
rians would like itto be”? Therefore, the challenge before
the historians 1n the twenty-first century 1s to restate the
relevance of history to human progress in the language
of the century without compromising the objective and
purpose of the subject which happens to be one of the
oldest disciplines i the unnverse of knowledge.

Whereas the professionals and the lovers of hustory
should see to 1t that history should remain history (as an
academic discipline or a subject of study, conforming to
its objective and purpose. and structure and philosophy),
it should be appreciated that there 15 also a topical nead
for reorientation and revitalization of the disciplineas a
subject of study mn vanous levels of education highlighting
its applied and futuristic potentials to suit the hopes and
aspirations of those for whom the curniculums are framed.
Theworld needs informed and thoughtful people who have
a sense of who they are, where they are from. and where
they are going.

Writer : Assistant Professor, Department of History
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Environmenta
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| Awareness 1n

Kalidasa's Drama : A Study

Rashmi Deka

Human being and Environment are closely interrelated
and miterdependent as the two sides of the same coin.
The human being flourish 1n 1ts lap and at the end take
eternal rest therein. In the vast field of Sansknt literature,
beginting from the Vedic up to Classical, nature as well
as environment plays a significant role towards human

Kalidasa_the great poet-dramatist occupies a domai-
nant place in the field of Sansknit literature. The descrip-
tion of nature in Kalidasa's works 1s unique, and sigmfi-
cant one through which he earns the world-wide recog-
nition as 'the Poet of Nature'. Hence, the present work
1s a humble attempt to discuss the different aspects of
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environmental awareness as reflected in the famous drama
of Kalidasa and 1ts relevance in the present challenging
CIISIS.

In Sanskrit the equivalent word for environment 1s
Parvavarana This word is constitutes as- pari +a +vr-
anat i which the earlier prefix means "fully’_ the second
means 'completely’ and the root have the sense of 'cov-
ering’. Thus, it refers to the environment which entirely
surrounds the living creatures, especially the human be-
ing, whose existence depends upon it.
Environmental Awareness as Revealed in Ancient
Indian Scriptures:

Although the concept of Environmental Awareness
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has become a very sertous 1ssue and a matter of great
discussion in the contemporary age, 1t did arrest the at-
tention of the ancient Indians since the early stage of -
lization. Our ancient Indian thinkers and sociological sci-
entists heartily realized the importance of natural objects
on human life. Hence, they worshiped the natural ob-
jects as detty to protect and maintain a healthy environ-
il d L1

In the Rigveda along. we have several suktas where
Rlishi propitiates the natural elements as deties showing
the significance of these objects in human life or in all
living being. As for instance, in the Vayu-sukta of the
Rigveda states that Vavu or the air 15 the essence of all
living being_ Science 1s also regards pure air (vayu) is a
boon to good health and happiness. The sages felt vayu
as the store-house of ambrostal for him, it has medicinal
qualities.

The Isopanisada states that the God 13 presentin
each and every part of this creation 'isa vasyamidam
sarvam vatkinca jagatvam jagat (Iso.1) Thus. it mdicates
that one should not dare to disturb the ermvironment which
is nothing but a manifestation of God. Following the
Upanisadic maxims like- 'sarvam khalu idam brahma’,
‘ayamatma brahmasmi’, 'vat pinde tat brahmande’ etc also
bear the same moral obligation to all.

The Athavaveda says that 'the earth 15 our mother
and we are her child'-'mata bhumi putroh'am
prthivyah'(AV.12.1.12). Stmilarly, the Visnupurana also
praises the earth as our mother as she nurse the recep-
tacle and nourished of all existing things ‘'saisa dhatri
vidhatri ca dharim prasam tatha' / (VP.1.32.92).

Kalidasa, the prince in Sanskrit literature, occupies
an unique place mn the history of the world literature both
as an immortal poet and dramatist. In spite of the great
celebnity of us name, 1t must be admitted that absolutely
there are no trustworthy information regarding the per-
sonal history of this great genms. Although a large num-
ber of works are attributed as Kalidasa's authorship but,
on the basis of the grounds of common 1deas_ expres-
s1ons and style most of modern scholars come to a view
that onlv two epics (Mahakavyas) namely. The
Raghuvamsa and the Kumarasmbhava; two lyrics
(Khandakavyas) named the Rtusamhara and the
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Meghaduta: and three plays viz. the Malivikagnimitram,
the Vikramorvastvam and the Abhijnanasakuntalam can
be ascnbed to his unique creations.

Environment plays a key role in human civilization.
In orderto obtamn sustamnable development of human life,
favourable environment is essential. In the twenty first
century, the era of science of technology, human crviliza-
tion has achieved tremendous progress m different fields
of'the society. On the other hand, due to process of in-
dustnialization and technological advancement has cre-
ated mnumerable environmental problems like-the air
pollution, ozone depletion, notse pollution, wild-life pro-
tection, water pollution, land degradation etc. which haz-
ards the human-being to exist in this planet.

Kalidasa_ the pnince in Sansknt Literature, portrays
in a most appreciating manner the universal relationship
between Nature and Human being. The works of
Kalidasa, the poet of nature, 15, i fact, a treasure house
of moral lessons which can work as the basis for de-
velop new environmental ethics in the world which has
much relevance in the present era. Therefore, 1t 15 prob-
ably the need of hour to examine the concepts of Envi-
ronmental Avareness in the works of Kalidasa, the poet
dramatist.

Environmental Awareness in the
Malavikagnimitram:

The Malavikagnimitram is known as the first attempt
of dramatic creation of Kalidasa containmg the love-story
between the king Agnimitra and Malavika as its central
theme. From the beginning to the end, 1n delineation of
the main theme_ the poet associates various types of pic-
tures of different seasons, and natural objects like the
Sun, Moon, clouds, sky etc. are the itnamimate objects
apart from flora and fauna in a very fantastic, artificial
and exciting manner which ultimately reflects the aware
or atiractive mind of Kalidasa towards his sumoundings.
In the Malavikagnimitram, Kalidasa Portrays avery de-
lightful and exciting picture of ervironment. The herome
of the play Malavika the Paribrajika, the king Agnimitra,
the Vidvsaka etc. who became delighted by such types
of environment. Kalidasa makes an interrelationship be-
tween man and nature. As for instance, in the third act of
the Malavika gmimaitram Malavika goes to the Asoka-
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garden to strike the Asoka-tree which 1s eagerly watting
for the kack of a fair lady to blossom fully. To make an
mtimate relationship between man and nature Kalidasa
establishes this concept that the natural objects have also
the capacity to share with human feelings. For example,
in the third act the intoxicated cuckoos with pleasant
notes asked the king that if the love-torture is bearable.
Apgain this playreflects Kalidasa's emphasastic rund to
protect the plant kingdom By comparing the natural el-
ements to the hero and the heroine of the play, the poet
establishes an equal harmony between man and nature
where the natural objects are stands in the
human form Sometimes, Kalidasa places
the animals in higher position thanman In
the third act. Malavika is compared to the
hidden treasure jealously guarded by the
serpents, suggesting that Malavika was
under the strictest watch of the queen
Dharmi which suggests man's dependence
his wealth. All these reveal Kalidasza's
awareness and great concern towards en-
vironment.

Environmental Awareness in the
Vikramorvasiyvam:

In the Vikramorvasivam the poetof |
nature, Kalidasa endows poetic grandeur
mn the delineation of nature. Inthis descnp- |
tion of nature the dramatist includes the
inanimate objects apart from the flora and
fauna He deals with all these from a sub-
jective point of view. King Pururava, the
hero of the play becomes almost mad in
grief due to separation from his beloved.
So. 15 1n search of his beloved in the for-
est and expresses his moumful emotions
to each and every object of the forest that
he sees before him_ Kalidasa makes the hero of the play
to percerve an image of the heroine in the various ob-
jects of nature. So, Pururava finds immense similanities
of his beloved in many of these objects and suspects
them as the disguised form of Urvashi and finally res-
cued his beloved in the form of a creeper. Thus, 1n this
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play nature plays a dominant place. These ulttmately pon-
der Kalidasa's knowledge and affiliation towards natural
efvHonment.
Environmental Awareness in the

Kalidasa's magnum opus Abhinanasaluntalam is a
concrete example of the co-existence of nature and man.
The whole play is set in the lap of nature through which
the great playvwright spreads the importance of nature or
environment in human hife. Except the fifth act of the play
almost all the acts have their settings admuits nature where

we find a perfect harmony between man and nature ina
most appreciating and unique manner. In his description,
Kalidasa shows how the plants and animals can share
their feelings and emotions with human bemgs at the time
of thetr joy and sorrow. The moumful picture of the pen-
ance-grove at the time of Sakuntala's departure may be
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ctted here as an example. Thus_ the whole plav stands as
anunique citation of Kalidasa's love, sympathy, high grati-
tude as well as great concem towards natire of environ-
ment. From the above discussions. it seems that Kalidasa
i his all works portrays nature or natural environment in
amost appreciating manner, the universal relationship be-
tween Nature and Human being, where human-being 1s
nothing but an element of virtue nature which 1z much
relevant i the present century.

Kalidasa always laid emphasis regarding the char-
acter formation towards once natural environment. For
example, in the Abhijnanasakuntalam we observed
Sakuntala as a good volunteer of nature. Inthe firstact
of this play, Anasuva, Privamvada and Sakuntala were
watering in the garden of Kanva. They always took
utmost care to their plants. Sakuntala, even never took
a sigle droop of water without watering the plants of
the hermitage Similarly, in the Kumarasambhava,
Parvati have been depicted as a good servant of the
hermitage of Siva. In the Raghuvamsa_ he presents
Dilipa 1s awell follovwer of the divine cow Nandini. Thus,
through his poetic manner, Kalidasa conveysa mes-
sage to all that how man should accustomed with na-
ture, is a great teaching towards mankind at the present
environmental situation. Kalidasa always emphasizes on
a pure mind for a conducive environment which has rel-
evant mn the present psycho-ecological scenario of the
global era.

[t 15 fact that maximum environmental hazards that
has faced by modermn society occurs due to human activ-
1ty. Varnous types of pollutions like air, water, so1l defile-
ment etc. exhausted the modemn civilized society to live
mn this planet. But in Kalidasa, we have adequate morals
to reduce these problems.

The concept of vajna has been depicted by Kalidasa
in his all works Modem scientists have alse find out the
utilities of such vanas. In different places, different types
of expeniments have been gong on about the mnfluence
of yvajnas towards environment. Scientists prove that
wyajnas can save the ozone laver from its depletion.

Regarding the protection of wild-life, which draws
serious attention among the environmentalists of the
present era_ In this case_the works of Kalidasa we have
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mnmumerable moral lessons relevance of which mav play
as anodal approach in solving this problem. According
to Kalidasa, man should avoid violence. He should get
rid of the negative feelings such as anger, malice, desire,
attachment etc. One should understand his duty prop-
erly towards these wild creatures.

Some other concepts, found mm Kalidasa's works,
may lead the modem scientists to new way of mvestiga-
tion. For example, 1 his all works, Kalidasa mentions
about many auspicious plants with their medicinal value.
Among his all works, 1n the Kumarasambhava only, there
are references to more than 30 plants and trees with 1n-
numerable utilitiez. Diata az found m Kalidaza's workes_ 1t
may be said that these texts, regarding the plant ecology,
contain rich treasures of botanical information. Analysis
of these data may bring to fore usefulness of some plants
hitherto unknown or less known.

Thus, 1t can be said that the works of Kalidasza had
the grass root level information along with its practical
utilization for eco-friendly life support system Kalidasa's
works is full of techniques, methods_ principle and phi-
losophy of saving human beings from the homible impact
of environmetital pollution

In Sanskrit literature, Nature as well as environ-
ment occupies a dominant place. Kalidasa 1s a poet of
classical Sansknt lgterature, mamtains the tradion regard-
ing environment. In his all works Kalidasa establishes
himselfas a devotee of nature. The description of nature
is unique in Kalidasa's poetry bringing out the natural
beauty and serenity of the mountains, forests, hermit-
ages, lakes_ oceans_ rivers and natural activities of the
animals and birds_ In his whole literary works, Kalidasa,
the poet of nature, portrays skilfully the mntimate relation-
ship between man and environment.
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Empowering Women :
Hijab and Child Marriage

Dr. Mridula Kashyap

A nationwide anti-hijab protest began in Iran on 16 Sep-
tember 2022 triggered by the death of Masha Amim who
died n the custody of the country's morality police.
Twenty-two-year-old Masha Amimi, while travelling to
Tehran with her brother was detained by the morality
police for the offence of wearing her hyab(veil) improp-
erly. Though the authority denied custodial torture and
clammed that her death was due to cardiac arrest. her
parents and actrvists refused to believe inthe claim of the
authority. The bruises over her body were indicative of
the authority’s attempt to falsify her death and that it was
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the result of custodial violence. After her death. there
was a widespread protest across the nation against the
theocratic regime of Ebrahim Raist who made veiling
obligatory for women. Hyab or veil became mandatory
for women after the Islamic Revolution of 1979 and the
state deployved the agency of morality police, known for-
mally as Gasht-e-Ershad to survey whether women were
properly clad i hijab and loose-fitting ganments. Women
who did not veil properly were punished by the state
authority. The state witnessed the biggest demonstration
after Amini's death as women thronged the streets of Tran
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flouting the hijab rules by bumning their hijabs and even
cutting off their hair i front of television cameras Even
men showed their solidanity for the women's cause and
what mitially started as a protest agaimst mandatory hijab,
soon transformed into a resistance movement with the
mob chanting "Woman Life Freedom ™

The sheer anommity and mvisibility resulting from the mm-
position of the hyab (veil) have to be resisted by [slamic
women to attain their free subject position. However, the
history of the veil can be rooted i the pre-Islamic eraas it
seems to be occasionally put on by all the people from the
Greeks to the Persians_ excluding the Jews and the Egyp-
tians. Though wearmg the veil was an occasional practice,
it became mstitutionalised only when Islam adopted 1t.
Therefore. as an mstitution 1t 15 Islamic and as a practice, it
proved to be congenial to Islam_ Out of Tran's literacy rate
of 97%, almost 65% of women are unrversity graduates.
Despite being a state with a high female lteracy rate, the
theocratic government in Iran by regulating the women's
bodies inthe name of God legitimizes the monolithic 1de-
ology to keep the voices of dissent at an arm's length The
Izlamic government's attempt to subjugate women failed
when sparked by Amint's death_ women came to the streets
to demand equality, dignitv.and freedom- the sheer ex-
pressions of femimist ideology. The resistance of the Ira-
rtan women not onlv confirmed that femimism 1s not alien
to the Islamic culture but also sought to subvert the ste-
reotypical image of Muslim women as being secluded
behind the hijab or veil and too feeble for resistance. The
Islamic feminists in Iran resisted the oppressrve Islamic
regime and discarded the hijab or veil as a symbol of mar-
ginality. They argued that wearing the hijab 1z underno
obligation of Islam but a patriarchal convention justified in
the name of Islam.

But such consciousness can hardly be discernible
amongst the Mushm women of ITndia or to speak of Assam
in particular. The rampant cases of child marriage that
have come to the fore under the mitiative of the present
government in Assam indicate the lack of awareness
amongst Muslim women in Assam_ The state govern-
ment launched a crackdown operation on 4 February
2022 to arrest those people mvolved in child mamiages
to rescue young girls from this traditional practice. By 14
February, 4 225 child marnage cases have been reported,
of which 3,031 people have been detained and 4,004
FIEs have been lodged. There had been such mass ar-
rests since the launching of the operation that the state
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government had a dearth of rooms in jails and accord-
mngly the high court judge advised the building of addi-
tional cells As a result of such traditional practice teen-
age pregnancy increased in the state with Barpeta dis-
trict having the highest teenage pregnancy ratio. Accord-
ing to the data published in "The Economic Times" as
shared by Assam CM, Assam registered 6,20,867 preg-
nancies m 2022 out of whach 1.04 264 were below the
age of 19 vears. Most of the cases of child mamiage and
teenage pregnancies took place erther in tea tribe areas
or in the chars (riverine areas) of the Brahmaputra where
Bengali-speaking Muslims dominated.

Considening the health and well-being of the girls
belonging to the peripheral regions, the government
launched the crackdown operation to rescue the victims
of child marriage; but the mere implementation of legal
action shall not root out the problem. "Only legal action
will be treating the symptoms and not the disease” [ Deccan
Herald"” Feb 17_2023]. To treat the disease and not the
symptoms, the government must, therefore, take certain
necessary measures apart from undertaking legal actions.
Poverty caused by erosion in the riverine areas and lack
of education are the primary reasons for the widespread
practice of child marnages amongst Muslims_ As perthe
Times of India report, 74 percent of rural women i Assam
have not completed even 10 years of schooling. The gov-
emment paid no head to the appeal of the people for open-
ing more schools in the riverine areas. Adolescent girls
sent posteards to the Chief Minister appealing to him to
open more schools in these areas to restrict dropouts and
child marriages But rather than establishing more schools,
the government announced to close down almost 1700
state-run schools under the school ‘rationalisation’ plan as
recommended by the NITT Aavog in September 2022
To eradicate the practice of child marriage the state must
promote quality education by establishing more schools,
healtheare facilities. means of livelihood and awareness
amongst underprivileged minorties.

Whereas education facilitated an awareness
amongst the Muslim women in Iran to build up a resis-
tance movement against the oppressive theocratic re-
gime and question the 1dea of hijab, lack of education
failed to create consciousness amongst the Muslim
women of Assam and made them victims of the tradi-
tional practice of child marniage.

Writer - Assistant Professor, Department af English
starwfd. 303i-3s



Shakespearecan Emotions

Recho Benjamin Teron

Much has been said about Shakespeare, the man_ his
works and his influence. From the British 1sle to the trans-
lated works in non-English speaking countries,
Shakespeare’s works have travelled far and wide_ spur-
ring other works of literature and arts that have enriched
different cultures as well as forming enriched habits in
literature and the allied arts. What more can be said that
has not already been said, what more can be added to
the sea of Shakespearean literary tradition that keeps
growing day by day! Time 15 an emotionless stream that
runs like a rrver that 1s furious at certain segments, spar-
ing none, while it becomes a calm and peaceful stream at
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other places. To stand the test of time one has to be
extremely timeless and be able to bridge across genera-
tions through this unpredictable stream . The literature of
Shakespeare does that, and in the emotionless stream of
time, the ship of Shakespeare’s collected works have
successfully carried through the catharsis and hamartia
ofhis plays, preserving the proverbial emotions of his
characters and the sheer brilliant staging of the scenes of
his plays. We also have the record of Shakespeare's
personal emotions in his sonnets as he struggles with love
and lust, friendship and betraval, the evil as well as the
good tn the universe. He communes with ttme wath all its
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power and nature with all its wisdom and lavs bare the
temporality of our frail lives fraught with myniad emo-
tional upheavals m front of these eternal streams. All his
thoughts being given life long after he has gone_have
been carried across the vears in the great arms of the
ever capable literary medmum_As he writes-

"So long as men can breathe or eves can see,

So long lives this, and this gives life to thee "

He writes theze verses for a friend. but he knows
that he writes for himselftoo.

As Isat watching the movie Macbeth (2015) directed
by Justin Kurzel, which was a very detailed recreation of
Shakespeare's play in the Scottish landscape, the sheer
raw strength ofthe extreme emotions of the characters 13
as strong as the winds blowing through the Scottish high-
lands. The extremity ofthe strength of feeling in the cen-
tral characters was as extreme as the cold temperature
and the fire of the Scottish spirit. Shakespeare employs
a very visual depiction of the intense emotional upheav-
als 1 his central characters. Time and agamn we have seen
him emplov so many external devices m the surround-
ings of his central characters that re-inforce the churnings
in the mind. In Macbeth, the three witches come to
prophesy in a battlefield after Macbeth has won a hard

fought battle to save the king. Macheth would have felt
the desire to be King at certamn times but was never more
so vindicated to desire kingzhip as at this battle where he
valiantly defended the king by his own effort and since
he was the one doing all the hardwork, he could very
well become king by his ovwn endeavours. Shakespeare,
in order to work on what I would like to call his
'Shakespearean emotions’, needed to present an exter-
nal device i order to portray what Macbeth must have
thought about in his heart, onto a more visual expen-
ence. So Shakespeare brings in the three witches whose
prophectes work as the projections of Macheth's inner-
most destres and rakes up his Shakespearean emotions.

Similarly, Lady Macbeth recerves the letter telling
of the three witches' prophecies and her innermost am-
bitions are aroused by this spiritual message that con-
solidates her plans for usurping the kingdom.
Shakespearean emotions always work very visually and
the strength of 1t lies in the strength of the external de-
vices as they further the advancement of the emotions
towards more concrete actions. Here the Shakespearean
emotion of ambition mn the life of Macbeth comes outre-
inforced. The tussle between the duty of Macheth to-
wards the king and the furthering of selfish ambition with
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the evil advice of his wife 15 at its height, when
Shakespeare brings in the vision of the bloody daggerin
order to put his ambitious emotion to the extreme as he
seems guided by fate to assassinate the king.

Shakespearean emotions are always very strong and
always moves to an outward action that corresponds to
the emotional desire. Shakespearean emotions appear
to have already been at work in the characters mind and
at the arrival of the external circumstances- many fimes
these being visions and dreams, onlv work as a means of
adding fuel to the fire of the emotions and grving avisual
vehicle for the abstract Shakespearean emotions. In
Hamlet, we see the perfect depiction of how the
Shakespearean emotions work as Hamlet enacts the
Murder of Gonzago in order to bring out the emotions
mnside to the light on the outside. This 1s very symbolic of
what Shakespeare does when creating his Shakespearean
emotions. Even the very strong desire for revenge 13 vi-
suahized in the ghost of Hamlet's father, which 1s an ex-
ternal projection, a visualization of the Shakespearean
emotion running through Hamlet. Those who have seen
the Bollywood movie Haider directed by Vishal
Bhardwaj, will verily understand the fiery power of the
Shakespearean emotions eventhough it is set in an en-
tirely Indian setting with very regional and cultural twists
and turns, as are the body turns 1n Sahid Kappor's dance
to the song Bismil'! The timeless Shakespearean emo-
tions work the same when visualized with the same plot
and the same devices even in an entirely different con-
teset

When we look at Julius Ceasar we see the same
tool of the extemal visualization of the inner emotions in
the ghost of Julius Ceasar, and these projections further
the actions that follow the intense Shakespearean emo-
tions. Othello sees no such dream but the mere petty
proddings with the mere tiny external signs orchestrated
by Iago set ablaze the intense Shakespearean emotion
of jealousy that lead to his fatal flaw and ultimatelytoa
tragic end. Jealousy, love, hatred. remorse, suspicion etc,
amyriad collection of powerful emotions fill the color
palette as Shakespeare pamts his canvas with his trade-
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mark style and devices and leave behind masterpieces
that are celebrated and loved for its brilliance. Not once
is a person bored that he has to yvawn while seeinga
Shakespearean play for the first time_not once will he
feel that the plot stagnates and seems to go nowhere; he
will be captrvated not by the artistic brilliance but by the
Shakespearean emotions that run through the play tug-
ging at our heartstrings constantly until we weep as they
weep or langh as they langh

Modem day plavamnghts like Bertolt Brecht. George
Bemard Shaw have mtense philosophical undercurrents
throughout their playvs and wrote the plays for the intel-
lectually elite, while Shakespeare was the playwright of
the common man He had no 1deological leanings or
messages to shout out through his plavs. He wrote plays
for money and for the delight of the common people.
Eventhough he had a very populist mindset, his honesty
and brilliance in etching out the core human emotions
and making them into his verv own Shakespearean emo-
tions could identify with the emotional upheavsals that
we all go through. Many a ttmes we have felt the desire
for revenge like Hamlet, felt the intense suspicions like
Othello, felt betrayved like Julius Ceaser, felt the intense
love for someone like many of Shakespeare's romantic
heroes and the list would go on and on. From his plays,
we learn that humans are intensely emotional creatures
and that we are inherently flavwed inside and we will keep
committing mistakes, unless there occurs change of heart
in order to turn us into a better person.

Shakespearean emotions are unique and fit exactly
o the tone of Shakespeare's plays and they would feel
out of place when sought to be replicated in other types
of plays. Shakespearean emotions are long-dravwn pas-
sionate_heartfelt. extreme feelings that mevitably elicit
actions and are mostly visualised through external de-
vices that trigger the inner emotions to the spotlight.
Shakespeare's uses of ghosts, dreams, visions, witches,
circumstances are very masterful in the external visual-
ization of the Shakespesarean emotions. His wit and cre-
ativity 1s legendary and his plays live on as long as hu-
mans have emotions and the earth rotates on 1ts axis.

Writer : Assistant Professor, Department of English
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Superstition m Assam:
Causes and Remedies

Dr. Nilotpal Kalita

Superstition 1 an wrrational belief or habit which results
from a perceived connection between a particular event.
object.or action and brings an unrelated outcome. These
beliefs don "t have any scientific or rational basis and are
rooted in tradition, folklore, or cultural
mfluences Superstitions frequently mclude accepting that
ordinary occastons have extraordinary meaning and can
lead people to create choices and decipher events based
on silly convictions instead of observational proof
Superstitions can take numerous shapes, extending from
straightforward ceremonies and typical acts to more
complex convictions almost the impact of extraordinary
powers. These convictions frequently emerge as an
endeavour to clarify the obscure or pick up a sense of
control over erratic angles of life. Cultural and authentic
variables play a wvital part in the arrangement of
superstitions, which shift broadly between social orders
and communities.
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Superstition can be observed in day-to-day life and
has 1ts effect on health, relationship as well as happiness.
For example, some people avoid certain places due to
superstitious beliefs, wiale others jomn m certam mituals to
attract good luck or hold off percerved bad luck. These
the lack of empirical evidence or proper cause-and-effect
relationship to support the fact. These beliefs are
mtertwined i the cultural fabric of societies The study of
superstition highlights the complex interaction between
truth and silliness People explore life and its complexities
on both rationale and superstition Whereas a few
superstitions could appear safe, indeed mythical, others
can have a more significant effect on decision-malkang,
affecting a person’s choices and social practices.

Superstition 15 deeply fused m Assamese society and
mfluences the thinking and behaviour of millions of people
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across the state. Despite advances in science and
education, superstitions still exist and are often related to
cultural and religious beliefs.

A few examples of Superstition in Assam:

Assam has its unique set of superstitious beliefs and
practices. Some of the common examples of superstition
mn Assam are noted below:

a) Witch hunting: Witch-hunting mav be an
intolerable practice and a socially endorsed shape of
violence that has caused farreaching panic and mass
msanity among mimerous blameless indrviduals m Assam
Official measurements show that there were 196 events
ofunpleasant viciousness within the state between 1989
and 2014_ but in daily paper stories and other sources
appear the real social reality, which echoes the official
mformation i numerous ways &

b) Black magic: Dark magic proceeds to grasp
certamn communities in Assam, especially the tribal
communities and the tea plantation laboursr community,
with witcheraft and witch-hunting causing a huge number
of deaths in Assam each year 1.

c) Sorcery: Sorcery, counting witch-hunting and
dark magic, mav be a common superstitious conviction
in Assam_ It 1s worth saving here that a number of
superstitious beliefs exist within the Assamese society and
afew of these beliefs are- sorcerv (witch hunting black-
magic), quackery. and human sacrifice®!.

In 2020, the Jorhat court awarded death sentence to
one Rajen Doley the mamn accused and hife impnsonment
to 11 others who act as his accomplices for kalling innocent
persons in Majuli on suspicion of being “Jakhimis™ # In
2022, a 33-year-old woman mn Assam was beaten to death
by a mob on suspicion of practicing witcheraft ¥l One or
two weeks prior, Sakradhar Swargiary (60) was brutally
beaten by locals in the name of watcheraft in the Oujult
Rongagora town beneath Chariduar Police station in the
Sonitpur area on Friday mght 1.

Causes of Superstition in Assam:

1. Cultural Traditions: Assam’s rich cultural diversity
has given nise to a host of traditions and practices. Though
many of these are valuable and contribute to the state™s

The different practices like seeking the guidance of
astrology and avoiding certain actions on specific days
have become deeply ngramed m the culture and spreadng
superstitions through generations.

2. Religious Beliefs:India 1s the land of religious
diversity. However, religious practices sometimes give
way to superstitious beliefs. Symbols, mtuals and practices
associated with different religions can be mismterpreted
and lead to the development of superstitions As
imndrviduals may follow them without understanding their
triie meamng of purpose.

3. Lack of Education: Education has its role 1n
controlling superstitious beliefs. But unfortunately, a
notable portion of Assam s population still lacks access
to quality education. superstitions are directly attributed
to illiteracy. People may rely on age-old beliefs rather
than seeking rational explanations for phenomena Amore
rational mindset as well as people’s perception towards
critical thinking can be developed by only spreading
scientific education.

4. Fear ofthe Unknovwn: Unexplained phenomena
and the fear of the unknown often trigger superstition.
Lack of scientific understanding can lead people to
superstitions as a way to cope with uncertainty or to feel
aresemblance of control over therr lives. Superstitions
are likely to thrive as long as fear persists.

3. Economic Disparities: Socioeconomic factors
also contribute to the incidence of superstittions. People
may resoft to superstitions as a coping mechanism or as
an alternative to expensive medical treatments where
access to education and healthcare 15 limited. The lack
of resources can be attributed to irrational beliefs that
promise quick solutions to complex problems.
Remedies for superstition in India:

1. Promoting Education: It is anced ofthe hour
to promote education at all levels. Govemnment inifiatives,
NGOs aswell as community efforts are needed and focus
on mncreasing the rate of literacy and fostening a scientific
environment among the masses. As education 1s the
modification of instinctive behaviour, it will empower
indrniduals to question such irational beliefs, encourage
them to critically observe any phenomenon and enable

cultural diversity a few can be soaked in superstition.  them to make informed decisions.
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Traditions

Figure 1: Afew causes of superstition infAssam

2. Rising Awareness: Public awareness
campaigns can plav a pivotal role in controlling
superstitions. Social plateforms can be used to educate
the masses about the harmful effects of superstitions.
Promoting rational thinking and scientific inquiry should
be at the forefront of these campaigns to encourage a
shift m mindset.

3. Promoting Scientific Temper: Incorporating
lessons on scientific thinkng and reasonng mto the school
curriculum can be instrumental 1n shaping young minds.
Encouraging students to analyze facts fosters a scientific
temper that 1is crucial
superstitions. Moreover promoting new scientific research
and advancements can further legitimize the importance of
rational thinkng n society.

4. Engaging Religious Leaders: Religious leaders
hold sigmficant nfluence in Indian society, and can be
valuable allies inthe fight agamst superstition Encouraging
religious leaders to mterpret religious textsmore rationally
and comprehensively will help dispel superstitions and

for dispelling

prevent religious practices from being abused for
Superstitious purposes.

5. Legslation against Exploitation: Govemments
can play arole m curbing explotation related to superstition.
Laws are to be enforced to pumsh people who exploit the
beliefs of others for perzonal gamn.

Conclusion:

Superstition inAssam as well as in India 1s a complex
1ssue with deep roots in cultural, religious and socio-
economic factors. Seolving the problem requires a
multidirectional approach that mcludes education,
awareness, and collaboration with religious and
community leaders. By spreading science and critical
thinking, India can gradually overcome the chains of
superstition and find the way to a more rational and
progressive society. It 1s essential to recognize that the
transformation from superstitious to rational 1z a collective
effort that includes individuals, communities and
policymakers working together to build a future that 1=
not bound by beliefs illogicality.
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General overview of Cosrus
igneusa medicinal wonder of
Assam

Dr. Zinamoni Sandilya

Costus igneusa commonly known as msubin plant m In-
dia_ belongs to the family Costaceae. It 15 native to
South and Central America but recently mntroduced to
India due to its medicinal properties. It 1s believed that
the consumption of the leaves of these plant helps to
lower blood glucose level. Diabetic patient when con-
sume these leaves were seen to have lowered blood
glucose levels. The tribal people of Kolli hills of
Wamakkal district, Tamil Nadu has been reported to use
as a effective medicme for treating diabetes. Consider-
ing the medicinal wonders of this plant it has been
mamtamed and preserved m the medicinal plant garden
of Nowgong Girls' College.

stamf®. 1033-3¢

Shaw



Specific epithet: Igneus
Introduction

Costus igneusa Nak (syn. Costus pictus D. Don,
Costus mexicanus Liebm ex Petersen or Costus
congenitus Rowle), commonly known as fiery costus,
Step ladder or Spiral flag or Insulin plant is native to
South and Central Amernica This 13 a recent mntroduc-
tion to India from Amenca as an herbal cure for diabe-
tes and hence commonly called as 'inmsulin plant’ It 15
widely grown in gardens as ornamental plant 1n South
India and also run wild i many places. It is used in
India to control diabetes, and it 15 known that diabetic
people eat one leaf daily to keep their blood glucose
low. Leaves of C. igneus were one among the plants
known to be effectively used for treating diabetes by
the tribal people of Kolli hills of Namakkal district,
Tamilnadu. In Mexican folk medicine, the aenal part of
C. pictus D_ Don 1s used as an infusion in the treat-
ment of renal disorders.

The plant belongs to the family Costaceae. The
Costaceas was first raised to the rank of family by
Nakai on the basis of spirally arranged leaves and rhi-
zomes being free from aromatic essential oils. Before
the elevation to family status, Engler and Prantl recog-
mzed Costoideal as a subfamily under Zingiberaceae.
Several anatomical and morphological features support
this 1solated position mcluding well developed aenal
shoot with distinct, nigid, and commonly branched
stems. The leaves are inserted n a low spiral wath di-
vergences. [he family Costaceas consists of four gen-
era and approximately 200 species. The genus Costus
15 the largest in the family with about 130 species that
are mainiy tropical in distribution. The present review
deals with the recent research camied out n the area of
phytochemistry, pharmacological, biological activities,
and safety of Costus 1gneus Nak.

Morphology

It 1= a perenmial, upnight. spreading plant reaching
about two feet tall. with the tallest stems falling over
and lving on the ground. Leaves are simple, altemate,
entire, oblong_ evergreen, 4-8 inches i length with
parallel venation. The large, smooth, dark green
leaves of this tropical evergreen have light purple un-
dersides and are spirally arranged around stems,
forming attractive, arching clumps ansmng from under-
ground rootstocks: Beautiful, 1. 3-mnch diameter, or-
ange flowers are produced mn the warm months, ap-
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pearing on cone-like heads at the tips of branches.
Fruits are inconspicuous, not showy, less than 0.5

inch, and green-colored.

Figure 1 Insulin plant(Costus igheous)

Growth and propagation

Spiral flag grows mn erther full sun or partial shade.
It needs fertile soil and ample moisture. and 1s often
planted near water. Propagation 1s by division of the
clumps, cuttiings. or by separating the offsets or plant-
lets that form below the flower heads. Mites and nema-
todes can be a problem, especially on light, sandy so1l
Phytochemical study

Sequential screening for phvtochemicals of C.
igneus leaves revealed that 1t 1s nich m protein, won, and
antioxidant components such as ascorbic acid. a-toco-
pherol, a-carotene, terpinoids, steroids, and flavonoids.
It was revealed n another study that methanolic extract
was found to contain the highest number of
phytochemicals such as carbohydrates, triterpenoids,
proteins, alkaloids, tannins, saponins. and flavonoids.
Preliminary phytochemical evaluation of Insulin plant
(C. pictus) revealed that the leaves contam 21 2% fi-
bers. Successive extracts gave 3 2% extractives mn pe-
troleum ether, 1.06% 1n cyclohexane, 1.33% n ac-
etone, and 2.93% in ethanol Analysis of successive
extracts showed presence of steroids 1n all extracts.
The ethanol extract contained alkaloid also. The major
component of the ether fraction was bis (2'-
ethyvlhexyl)-1,2-benzenedicarboxviate (59 .04%) apart
from ?-tocopherol and a steroid. ergastanol. Stem
showed the presence of a terpenoid compound lupeol
and a steroid compound stigmasterol. Bioactive com-
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pounds quercetin and diosgenin, a steroidal sapogenin,
were isolated from C. 1gneus rhizome Trace elemental
analvsis showed that the leaves and rhizomes of C.
pictus contains appreciable amounts of the elements K.
Ca. Cr. Mn, Cu, and Zn  Steam distillation of stems,
leaves, and rhizomes of C. pictus D. Don vielded clear
and yellowish essential oils.
Antioxidant activity

An in vitro study of alcoholic extract of leaves of
C. mexicanus showed moderate antioxidant activity The
antioxidant activities of leaves and rhizomes in metha-
nol, aqueous, ethanol. and ethyl acetate extracts were
assessed usmg different models like DPPH. ?-carotene,
Deoxyribose, superoxide anton. reducing power, and
metal chelating assav at dif-
ferent concentrations.
Leaves and thizomes of C.
pictus showed good antioxi-
dant activity of about
B9 3% and 90_.0% when
compared with standard
BHT (Butylated Hydroxy
Toulene) (§3%) at a con-
centration of 400 7g/ml.
Results obtamned revealed §
that methanolic extracts of -
both leaves and rthizomes of
C. pictus possess higher
antioxidant activity when
compared with other ex-
tracts. In another study,
methanolic leaf extract of C.
pictus D. Don caused significant increase 1n superoxade
dismutase, catalase. glutathione peroxidase_ glutathione
reductase, vitamm A_ vitamm C, vitamm E and reduced
glutathione, and thus, could be effective n reducmg oxi-
dative stress and free radical-mediated diseases. The
antioxidant property of this plant mav be due to the
presence of phenolic substances. Methanolic extracts of
flower and stem of C. pictus possess 1 vitro antioxi-
dant activity agamnst oxidative protein damage. Among
the extracts tested for, chioroform extract of C. pictus
D. Don bark possessed high antioxidant activity Oral
administration of ethanolic extract of C_ 1igneus rhizome
at 200 mg'kg body weight to diabetic rats for 30 days
induced a significant antioxidant effect The bioactive
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compound quercetin and diosgenin present i the plant
exhibited antioxidant activity, which was sufficient to
reverse oxidative stress i liver, pancreas, and kidney
of diabetic rats as well as to sttmulate glycolytic en-
zymes and confrol gluconeogenesis m diabetic animals.
Anti-microbial activity

Methanolic extract of C. igneus showed maxirmum
anti-bactenial activity against gram-posittve Bacillus
cerus, Bacillus megaterinm_ Micrococcus leuteus,
Staphylococcusn aureus, Streptococcus lactis, and
gram-negative strains Pseudomonas asruginosa, Es-
cherichia coli. Enterobacter aerogenes, Klebsiella
pneumoniae, and Salmonella typhimurmam . The 1solated
compound from the ethanolic extract of Costus 1gneus
showed moderate anti-bacterial
and anti-fungal activity against
Staphylococcus AUTeus,
Eschericia coli, and Candida
albicans. Among the extracts of
various parts of C. pictus,
methanolic extracts of stem and
flower exhibted maximum mhibi-
torv activity on the growth of
tested microbes_ viz._ Shigella
flexneri, Klebsiella pneumonia,
Barillus subtilis. Escherichia coli
at the concentration of 150 7g/
ml
Anti-cancer effect

The ethanolic extract of
leaves of C. pictus was found to
have anti-proliferative and anti-
cancer potential in m-vitro mammalian fibrosarcoma
(HT-1080) cells All the extracts of bark had potent
anti-cancer properties agamnst HT 29 and A549 cells.

Conclusion :

Costus igneous 1s a therapeutic medicine having
potentiality to cure diabetes. However, this medicinal
herh need to be further evaluated and revalidated by
clinical trials. The anti-diabetic effect of its leaves 1s
currently been tested in diabetic patients. Studies reveal
its role i1 vanous diseases, which opens up new clinical
research area. It has paved new avenues to explore
the compounds produced by this plant.

Wiiter - Assistant Professor, Department af Botany
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OT Gwalior Dia

Dr. Neeta Basumatary

The Air India flight landed on 13th may at Delhi and we
boarded a connecting flight to Ragmata Vyaya Raje Scindia
Airport. The flight was so small and m some places it scared
us alot. The flight attendant made us to close the wandow
frequently to protect us from the scorching heat The
moment we myselfand my fnend Hinmpa got down from
the plane, the heat pierced us and we were almost crving
and both us said to each other. will we survive for three
months, since the weather was zo fierce. We booked a
tax1 and were a little bt scared m the unfamiliar city. The
city 1s around 10kom from the airport and finally we reached
Officers Tranmg Academy and all the formalities were done
and we were allotted the room for next three month stay.
The building is an old Roval Guest House ofthe Scindia's.
It 1= the premier traming mstihation hamessmg women power
in NCC and 1s the only Academy of 1ts kind i India and
the Alma Mater of the Whole Time Lady Officers, Asso-
ciate NCC Officers and Girls Cadet Instructors.

30

The next day on 15th of May, our training started
with fall in at 5 30am in the ground. Physical condition-
ing and basic PT exercises were done. Since we have
started our army lifestyle from our civilian style, itwas
really hectic and was really hard to meet the expectation
of our training officers. We were a total of 123 senior
wings ANO (Associate NCC Ofiicer), CTO (Care Taker
Officer) and GCI (Girls Cadet Instructor) from 17 Di-
rectorate of NCC India almost from all states of India
for PRCN (Pre Commission Course) traiming for 90 days.
We have been allotted our company and I was in
Durgavati Company and from the day itself our compe-
tition started with Ahilyabai Company. Fornext three
months we will be recognized by our training no_and [
was assigned no. 48. The next day Brigadier Vinay Mohan
Sharma commandant of OTA debivered his welcome ad-
dress. "Change 1s hard at the beginning_ messy in the
middle, worth 1t at the end"” are his guiding words which

stagafd. 3033-3s



motivated us throughout the tramning period and he also
encouraged us to give our best in the training. Then we
had a screeming evaluation test.

The life in OTA was filled with dedication and per-
severance. The day started early 1n the morming at 4
o'clock and we rushed, wearing track to the ground for
P T then_ after PT within minutes we had to change our
wrform and hurried back to the ground for dnll practice.
Expert ustads in drill leaves no stone unturned to exper-
tise us m drill

At 9am we should be seated in SMLH for asenes of
lecture, teaching us the syllabus of NCC. Classes are taken
by Amy officers, WTLO and guest lecturers. Till 2 o'clock
we somehow manage to be seated, hght refreshment was
served m between the lecture senies.

To break the monotony of PT, a session of energiz-
ing rumba and refreshing voga are also taught. Yoga was
practiced daily and an exam was also conducted.

Several competitions are being conducted for Inter
coy championship banner. In games volleyball and throw
hall I'was i the throw ball and our team was the champi-
ons by winmng the two straight sets in the competition.

To show us an insight of field battle craft, we were
taken to outdoor visit and a lecture cum demonstration
was shown in the field. We feel so delighted to visit the
sights. We also got an opportunity to visit 20 Grenadiers
and learnad about the army life. Col. Sandesp Sharma
empowerad us how to guide our cadets for S5B inter-
view We were also happv enough to visit the 97 Field
Regiment of Artillery and have seen a mumber of arms and
ammunition of the Indian army. I was extremely happy
because [ got chance to see the LNIPE (Lakshnmbai Na-
tional Institiate of Physical Education) the premier instrhute
of physical education. coaching & sports 1n the country.

I'm so excited to have the privilege to hold the 220
INSAS nifle and live ammunttion to fire. We were grven
mimbers of practice and a finng competition was also held.
Thave been bestowed with excellence certificate in firing
and also our company won the finng competition.

As per of the training several exercises are to be done,
some of them are Ex-Anubhav 1s all about helping us to
grow and develop as effectrve ANOs 1n making Institu-
tional traming program. Lec-IP to see how much we are
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capable in delivering our lesson. We also had an inter cov
WNIAP competition and agam Durgawati begged the tro-
phy. Ex- Shakti helped us m learning how to plan for NCC
camp.

As evervone of us has put an effort and has advanced
a luttle by little steps i dnll, we are exammed m it by gommg
through DST (drill test). T luckily cleared 1n my first at-
tenpt.

Madam Nishtha tanght us dinmng etiquette and a din-
ner night was host i the roval dining hall Commandants
and his lady was the chief guest and all the trainmg officers
were alzo present. It made us experience the military tra-
dition_camaraderie and a delicious platter altogether

The rigorous traming for passing out parade started
after the completion of academics, finng map reading WIAP
{National Integration Awwareness Program) and sports com-
petitton. The passing out parade 1s the biggest day forall the
tramees and each and every one of us whole heartedly put
our efforts to do best on the big dav. The parade was re-
viewed by surgeon Vice Admiral Arti Sann AVSM VEM
15 a serving flag officer This was the first time in the history
of OTA Gwalior that a lady officer was reviewing the pa-
rade.

After the commission was awarded, we were pipped
as officers and sworn mn before the national flag dunng an
oath ceremony at the Academy lawns.

In the whole journey of becoming NCC officer, the
greatest experience [ had ever felt1s many well-wishers
and my fammly members has sacrificed a lot in this three
month Thave two little daughter along with an Alzhetmer
patient mother-in-law. My husband has taken all the re-
sponsibility and hardship to look after thermn Without thetr
support it would have been difficult for me to successfully
complete the tramning course.

Tnitially; Twas not willing to attend the course think-
ing of my personal problems but Col. Amar Singh CO
insisted me to partictpate and he also wamed me that NCC
from our college will be suspended permanently. Amiva
Patar mam also consoled me a lot to attend the course for
the sake of cur college. I'm thankful to all my college fra-
ternity and commandant 8Assam Bn NCC for their sup-
port and love. Fmalby, the three month period taught me to
become a better version of me.

Writer ; Assistant Professor Department of Botany
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Why Do We Study Philosophy?

D1 Manashi Bora

The term “philosophy”™, literally means “love of
wisdom.” In a broad sense_ philosophy is an activity
people undertake when they seek to understand
fundamental truths about themselves, the world in which
they live, and their relationships to the world and to
each other As an academic discipline, those who study
philosophy are perpetually engaged 1n asking,
answermng, and arguing for their answers to life’s most
basic questions.

Philosophyv 1= one of the oldest fields of studv in
the world and is just as relevant today as 1t was centuries
ago. Philosophy 15 acknowledged as one of the most
important disciplines that a student can leamn  Philosophy
studies about existence, knowledge, values, reason,
mind and language It can be said as the academic
exploration of life’s big questions. In other words,

3o
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Philosophy impacts the significant areas of life and
professions including arts, science and politics.

Philosophy develops critical thinking skills_ It
teaches critical thinking in the sense that it encourages
students to question about everything they are taught.
These kinds of athitude encourage students to develop
their own beliefs by thinking about themselves Itisa
valuable skill in the present day world where 1t 13
difficult to differentiate between the fact and fiction.
Philosophy enables students to argue effectively in the
sense that students can defend themselves and their
beliefs against some opposing and contradictory
arguments by developing a better understanding about
the views of other people.

Philosophy fosters in man an attitude of

understanding themselves and their place in the world.
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It can enable a person to question one’s owWn existence
and their assumptions and beliefs. Philosophy providesin
front ofus a kind of framework by which we can explore
the formation of our own thoughts and beliefs along with
how they have evolved throughout history and thus enables
us tounderstand our own frame of beliefs.

Philosophy provides us the way to be ethical and
to make ethical decisions. It discusses significant
questions about life and death, meaning and purpose
and their inner controversies. By studving philosophy,
one can develop and sharpen their power of reasoning
and thinking skills by applying logical methods which
are very helpful for the successful living of a human bemng.

Here, in this connection, the difference between
science and philosophy can be cited. Science is one
of the most important components in human lives as
we; the humans rely on it both in our personal and
professional reasons. However, science can't tell us
what makes something nght or wrong. But, philosophy,
at 1ts heart, strives towards figuring out what 1s true
and worthwhile, and what 1t means to live ameaningful
and worthy life. Science can give us empirical
experiential knowledge, but it can’t prescribe us how
we should live meaningfully. In short, science helps us
live longer, but philosophy helps us live better.

Philosophy contributes towards educational
enterprise in its growing demands upon mtellectual
actrvity. Inthis sense_ for philosophy, education means
becoming aware of developments in the history of
philozophy, learning updated techniques and methods
of philosophical questions and learning to be more
critical, mterpretative and evaluative in skills which are
of greatest value. The techniques and methods of
philosophy touches many subjects as 1ts methods can
be used 1n a wide range of fields or subjects.

The study of philosophy helps us to enhance our
problem solving ability or capacities as it helps us to
analyze concepts, arguments, definitions and
problems. It enhances our organizing capacity of ideas
and 1ssues, capacity of dealing with value-based

guestions and the power of extracting the essential
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from large quantities of information. It helps us to
distinguish and weigh between different opinions and
views along with the power of synthesizing those vaned
Views or perspectives into one unified whole.

Philosophy develops our communication and
expressive skills and powers. It enables our self-
expression in the sense of presenting 1deas through well-
constructed and systematic argument which other fields
use less extensively. Philosophy helps us to express what
is distinctive in our views and our ability to explain
difficult material It helps us to eliminate ambiguities and
vagueness from our writing and speech.

Philosophy develops persuasive powers i people
for the construction of clear formulations, good
arguments and appropriate examples_ It develops inus
the ability of convincing by building and defending our
own views in the sense of why our own views and
arguments are more preferable than others. These
attrmades are results of exercising philosophical dialogues
as a part of philosophical education. Philosophyv teaches
interpretive writing through its examination of challenging
texts, comparative writing through emphasis on faimess
to alternative positions. argumentative writing through
developing students’ abiltty to establish thetr own views,
and descriptive writing through detailed portrayal of
concrete examples.

Along with the above advantages of studying
philosophyv, philosophy is the indispensable part for
our ability to understand other disciplines. Regarding
a particular discipline, we mainly discuss about 1ts
nature and concept etc. and 1ts relation to other
disciplines as well. Philosophy 1s directly or indirectly
essential in case of every discipline as it 1s important
in understanding the various standards of evidence,
reasoming, logic and epistemology used by other
disciplines.

Philosophical thinking strongly emphasizes clear
formulation of ideas and problems, selection of
relevant data, and objective methods for assessing
ideas and proposals. It also emphasizes development
of a sense of the new directions suggested by new
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hypotheses and questions one encounters while doing
research. Philosophers regularly build on both the
successes and fatlures of their predecessors. A person
with philosophical training can readily learn to do the
same in any field.

By keeping 1n mind these points, from the vear
2002, UNESCO has decided to celebrate the every
third Thursday of November as World Philosophy Day
to promote philosophical dialogue and encourage
critical thinking. UNESCO introduced World
Philosophy Day 1n 2002 to honor philosophical
reflections throughout the world by opening spaces
and encouraging people to share their philosophical
hentage, opening their minds to new ideas, and mspire
public debate on society s challenges. Since then, 1t
has become an important global event that celebrates
philosophy as a way of understanding the world,
ourselves, and our relationship with each other. So
let’s gather around and contemplate some of life’s
deepest questions — from morality and ethics to beauty
and art. In this sense, philosophy can be said to be
both timeless and timely.

World Philosophv Day 1s celebrated globally in
the name of Martin Luther King Jr . a US national nghts

legend. Martin Luther was involved in nonviolent
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Aristotle Socrates

struggle and movement agammst racism, injustice, and
mequality tin Amenican society. In spite of facing many
cruelties against him, the King remained peaceful.
While talking about the future of the American people,
the King always preferred reasoning and logic and that
was one of its finest qualities. His philosophical
wdeology got nationwide popularity. But at last, he was
successful 1n abolishing slavery from America by
stopping segregation regulations through his
argumentative strategy.

The main aim of celebrating world philosophy day
15 to strengthen the role of philosophy in every culture
through our efforts. According to UNESCO,
philosophy 1= crucial to new generations and it 1sa
rule which motivates the actual analysis and assessment
of 1ssues for making a judgment. The universal
celebration of world philosophy dav is motivating the
teaching of philosophy 1n every sector of life. The day
also recalls the national or regional interest towards
philosophy. It develops a great interest to grab people’s
attention worldwide to involve and participate in
shanng and debating philosophical 1deas. thoughts, and
current/ forth coming issues. Again by observing this
day, we can universalize philosophy as a subject and
teaching 1t to future generations.
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Philosophy has opened the door for new concepts
and innovative wdeas_ layving the foundations of cnitical
thinking, independence and creativity across cultures
for many centuries. In fact, the World Philosophy Day
in 2002 was introduced by UNESCO to honor
philosophical reflections throughout the world by
opening spaces and encouraging people to share their
philosophical heritage, opening their mmds to new ideas,
and mspire public debate on society s challenges. World
Philosophy Day 1s an important reminder that critical
thinking 15 essential to a healthy society. Critical thinking
helps us understand different perspectives, question
assumptions and make informed judgement. This can
have huge implications in combating mismformation and
preventing against biases.

In 2004, Koichiro Matsuura, UNESCQO’s
Director-General gave a public message to highlight
the meaming and importance about World Philosophy
Day. According to him_ philosophv gave the
conceptual grounding to the principles and values that
shaped the possibility of world peace, democracy,
human rights, justice and equality. Philosophical
analysis and thinking always reflects on contemporary
society’ s unsolved problems and unanswered
questions.

The basic purpose of celebrating world
philosophyv day 1s putting our efforts to strengthen the
role of philosophy 1 every culture. By the inception
of a day 1n 2005, UNESCO highlighted that
philosophy 13 crucial to new generations and a rule
that motivates the actual analysis and assessment of
1ssues to make a judgment. The universal celebration
1s meant to motivate teaching philosophy as a rule
educationally and in familiar situations. The day also
recalls the national or regional interest towards
philosophy. It develops a great interest to grab people’s
attention worldwide to involve and participate in
sharing and debating philosophical 1deas, thoughts_ and
current/forth coming 1ssues. Another purpose of
observing this day 1s universalizing philosophv as a
subject and teaching 1t to future generations.
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It mtends to encourage philosophical discussions,
tolerance of differing opinions, diversity, and respect
for human dignity and rights. In a high-strung
technological world, the very concept of civilization 15
in continval evolution. Philosophy explores the
concepts of presence, values, knowledge_ language
or reason and 1t has evolved throughout history.
Ideology has undoubtedly, shaped our existing world
and will improvise the crvilizations of the future world.
This day enhances the progress of an individual’s
critical_ logical, and sensible thinking which leadstoa
better perception of the world, promoting patience
and peace. This annual festival supports people
globally to contribute and share their cultural bequests
for realistic and peaceful synchronization worldwide.

Philosophy promotes dialogue between different
cultures. For this reason, World Philosophy Day has
been promoted as an annual event. This kind of
attitude not only fosters greater understanding but may
also encourage collaboration on various 1ssues.

Philosophy encourages free exchange of ideas.
Celebration of World Philosophy Day can be
considerad to be a great encouragement for free
exchanges of ideas among people ofall backgrounds.
This kind celebration provides us with new insights
iito how we view certain topics or events, and at the
same time helping us stay informed and open to
differing viewpoints.

Celebration of World Philosophy Day 1s not just
a means of celebrating fun activities. In fact, World
Philosophy Day gives us the platform to share our
philosophical heritage. It 1s a policy or program that
motivates people to actively participate, voice their
philosophical thoughts on early and current 1ssues, and
better recognize the world. This sigmificantly helps in
the peaceful cooperation of different people
worldwide.

Through the celebration of World Philosophy day,
we can raise public awareness in the sense that the
celebration ofthis day extends the knowledge of the

crucial role of ideology and 1ts significance 1n the
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selections evolving for many civilizations from
globalization or gaimng access into the upcoming world.

World Philosophy Day can be an educational
source also. Celebrating the day nurtures philosophical
analysis, studies, and research on major current 1ssues
and events to respond effectively to the trials
experienced these days.

Again. Philosophy can be said to be a way of
life. Not merely a subject of study, philosophy was
considered an art of living_a practice ammed at relieving
suffering and shaping and remaking the self according
to an ideal of wisdom: “Such is the lesson of ancient
philosophy: an invitation to each human being to
transform himself Philosophy 1s a conversion_ a
transformation of one’s way of being and living_ and a
guest for wisdom.” It 1s the practice of what 1s called
as “spiritual exercises” that brings about self-
transformation and makes philosophy a wav of life.

In present day society, Philosophy 1s practiced as
abstract, theoretical, and detached from life. Philosophy
1s considered as just one academic subject among
others. However. in the Greco-Roman world. 1t was
something quite different. It was argued by the French
philosopher Pierre Hadot. According to Hadot,
Philosophy 1s a way of life. Not merely a subject of
study, philosophy was considered an art of living, a
practice aimed at relieving suffering and shaping and
remaking the self according to an 1deal of wisdom;
“Such 1s the lesson of ancient philosophy: an myvitation
to each human being to transform himself Philosophy
is a conversion. a transformation of one’s wav of being
and living_ and a quest for wisdom ™ It 15 the practice of
what Hadot calls “spiritual exercises™ that brings about
self-transformation and makes philosophy a way of life.

For the Greeks and Romans, doing philosophy
meant choosing a school and adopting their way of
life. It invelved what today would be called a religious
conversion. | he philosophical school .. demands
from the individual a total change of lifestyle, a

conversion of one’s entire being_and._.a._ desire to
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be and live 1n a certain way. _ Each school had their
own set of spiritual exercises that corresponded to
their respective ideals of wisdom.

In 529 AD the
Justinian, closed the Athenian Academy, a neo-
Platonic school, and brought to an end the teaching of
classical philosophy in the West. Chnistianity alone

was then considered as a way of life and philosophy

Christian Emperor,

was reduced to being a servant or handmaiden to
theology, supplyving philosophical language and
concepts to defend the dogmas of the church.

For Hadot, the poverty of modem philosophy s
the consequence of the abandonment of spiritual
exercises. With the waning of Christiamity and the rise
of secularism, there has been a re-emergence of
philosophy understood as a way of life. This can be
seen in the works of philosophers like Montaigne,
Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, and Heidegger.

In the 17* century. philosophy s like a spiritual
practice, whose goal 1s happiness and liberation.
Baruch Spinoza 1z one of the greatest thinkers of the
European philosophical tradition. Unlike many thinkers
of his time, he was unconstrained by allegianceto a
church, university or roval court. He was farthful to
the pursuit of truth and it gives his philosophy a
remarkable origmality and intellectual purity which led
to controversy and charges of blasphemy.

Spinoza’s most famous and provocative tdea 13
that God is not the creator of the world, but that the
world i3 part of God. This doctrine can be 1dentified
as pantheism, the doctrine that God and the world
are the same thing Pantheism can be traced back to
ancient Greek thought. It was probably advocated by
some pre-Socratic philosophers, as well as by the
Stoics. But although Spinoza, who admired many
aspects of Stoicism, 15 regarded as the chief source of
modern pantheism_ he 1n the same time wanted to
maintam the distinction between God and the world.

And his originality lies in the nature of this

distinction. God and the world, he argues, are not two
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different entities_ but two different aspects of a single
reality. Spinoza presented a radical alternative to the
Cartesian philosophy whach shaped our intellectual and
cultural heritage. In fact, 1f we explore some of his
1deas, they may lead us to question some of our
deepest assumptions.

One of the most important and distinctive features
of Spinoza’s philosophy is that 1t 1s practical in 1ts
essence. His 1deas were never merely intellectual
constructions, but lead us directly to a certain way of
life. This 1s evident by the fact that his greatest work,
Ethics, which combines metaphysics. theology.,

epistemology, and

human psvchology. In
this book, Spinoza
argues that the way to
“blessedness™ or
“salvation™ for each
person involves an

expansion of the mind

towards an intuitive T.""-‘&_ F
understanding of God, of b '

the whole of nature and
its laws. In other words.

of devoted followers who gathered regularly at his
home in Amsterdam to discuss his philosophy. These
friends made sure that Spinoza’s Ethics was
published soon after his death in 1677,

At last. 1t can be said that in order to make
Philosophy as a way of our life, we, the human beings
should follow and implement some principles in our
lives. These principles are like:

v Philosophy must be practiced at each instant
v" A goal of philosophy 1s to transform ourselves
v"  Philosophy brings peace of mind, inner freedom

& & cosmic consciousness

i
philosophy 15 like a ’ﬂ 1
- - - e — —— |;‘ — -

spiritual practice, whose -

“ N

S

goal 1s happiness and r
A e G —

The ethical
orientation of Spinoza’s
thought 1z also reflected 11 his own nature and conduct.
Unlike most of the great philosophers, Spinozahasa
reputation for living an exemplary, almost samntly life,
characterized by modesty, gentleness, integrity,
intellectual courage, disregard for wealth and a lack
of worldly ambition. According to Bertrand Russell,
Spinoza was “the noblest and most lovable of the great
philosophers™ Although his ideas were despised by
many of his contemporaries, vet he attracted a number

starwfg. 10333

Philosophy 1s an exercise in the art of living
Philosophy 1s amode of existing-in-the-world
Philosophy 1s about engaging with the world.
Philosophical theory 15 in the service of the
philosophical life.

Philosophy invites us to concentrate on each

L

1"\

instant of life. to become aware of the infinite

value of each present moment.

Writer : Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy
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Preservation of Reading Materials in
Digital Form: Some Issues and
Challenges

Dr. Kishore Kumar Sarmah

Introduction:
Dhgital preservation 1s used to describe both the
collection, maintenance and safeguarding of digital

collection for future use. Now-a-days, apart from

library and information centres, archives and museums
are busy i transferring their collection on to digitized
form so that it can be accessed in the near fiture

=8

Dhgital preservation covers different areas such as
selection of materials, security measures and
mfrastructure along with technology that can be used.
Dhgital preservation 1s of two tvpes like one is born
digital and the other being digitization of document
produced m physical format. Protecting document from

loss and decay 1s the main aim of preservation for
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mformation in physical form while for digital document;
they are preserved and stored from extinction due to
technological process.

Simply storing information 15 not a complete
solution because m the long run. even physical matenials
suffers from deoradation and same 1s the case of digital
matenials which are caused due to format obsolescence
12, change 1n software application technology and can
be ameliorated by specialized technical process such
as format migration.

Digital preservation is documentation and
description of electronic resources which stems from
the fact that these electronic format does not carry any
visible evidence of creation and use such as bindings,
imprints or margmalia like that of non-electronic format
The process of preserving digital information will vary
significantly with the different kinds of object such as
textual, mumenc, image, sound, multimedia, stmulation
and their likes. Whatever preservation method is used,
the central aim is to preserve the information integnity 1e,
preservation of those features that distinouishes itas a
whole and singular work. In the digital environment, the
features that determine mnformation integrity include
context,_ fixity, reference_ provenance and content.
Moreover, as of today no one knows how to ensure
the long-term preservation of digital miaterials or how to
ensure the mteonty of document that may have links to
other document.

Dhgital materials cannot be said to be preserved if
its access 15 lost and the very purpose of preservation 1s
to maintam the ability to present the essential elements
from the authentic digital matenials. Dagital preservation
must address threats like physical, logical. conceptual
and essential lavers of the digital objects and for this a
reliable preservation programme should be taken up.

Efforts must be worked out against the prevatling
trends of digital technology and how 1t 1s developed
and used. Digital materials are often created without
long-term preservation intentions as this long-term
digital preservation calls for long term solution; which
does not require continual effort or repeated mvitation
of new approach but certain best practices that are
appropriate for digital preservation
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Need and Purpose of Digital Preservation:

With the advent of the iternet, focus has been
shifted from traditional libranes to digital libraries and
major emphasis 15 on the management of electronic
journals and certain standards and formats. It emvisages
the multiplication of creating and accessioning
information in digital forms which are remotely
accessible.

Increase of information also increases trash as
people are bombarded with heap of trash alongside
worthy information which brings about mammoth task
of picking and finding the nght mformation winch needs
the complex techmque and treatment of preservation. It
has been the responsibility of the information centres to
assemble and document human activities i places
where it can be protected and used. This involves
energy, resource and material to prevent detenoration
and renew the usability of selected materials.

It has been observed that the physical media on
which the digital content are stored are more vulnerable
to deterioration than some media such as paper as
paper takes decades and progresses slowly towards
detertoration and it 1s quite possible to retrieve
information without loss once its detenioration 1s noticed
but for digital data recording, media may deteriorate
more rapidly once 1t starts.

In most of the cases. there mayv be loss of data
already and leaves a very short time for decisions and
actions for preservation so, the common goal of most
of the mnformation centre 15 to create multiple copies
which are used for ready reference in lieu of casual
browsing through the onginal source. Preservation goals
are met by providing limiting access of the original
document and this in tum protects the onginal copies.

Digital imagery helps to generate a product that
can be used for purpose that 15 1mpossible to archive
with the ongmnal source. It includes imaging that special
lighting to draw out details obscured by agmg, use and
environmental damage. Imaging that makes use of
specialized photographic intermediates or imaging of
such resolution that the study of art factual
characteristics 1s possible in short, the concept of
transcend origmals 1s formed.
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It should be known that digital matenials are created
by producers who are not concerned with long-term
availability as creatmg a digital hentage may not occur to
them_ Even those hoping to make something of value
tay not have the knowledge or means to do so. It 1s
unlikely that digital hentage matenals will automatcally be
made 1o ways that will minimize cost and remove
barriers to preservation because many practices make
the preservation process harder

Preservation efforts that wait untl the problem anse
are likely to be more costly and difficult so care should
be taken from the start i the use of documentation. file
management and other preservation practice as 1t pays
dividends later in relation to lower preservation,
mamtenarnce cost and re-use.

Digital materials are often created with
consideration of ongoing use and accessibility.
However, there are certamn practices and standards that
can help in preservation process. There 1s a need to
look for ways to exert a positive influence from the
digital hife cvele as early as possible.

Hardware obsolescence has posed a considerable
technological bammer m the retnieval and dissermination of
mformation For example. punch cards, tapes and such
other media are almost extinct today so 1t would be
impractical to use earlier equipments even if they are
available because the storage and handling capacity of
new media 15 much higher and faster.

Dhgital mformation 1s stored in formats which are
dependent on software to interpret them. There are
manyv formats than the media and as the format
changes theiwr complexity anses greatly. As such the
interoperability strategy for preserving the digital
information involves the periodic transfer of digital
materials from one configuration to another The main
purpose 15 to preserve the mtegrity of the matenials and
to use them over an extended period of time by
changing the technology.

Strategy needed for Digital Preservation:

Technology 15 developing but it 15 likely to be
outdated shortlv due to the process of up-gradation i
technology at the planning and implementation stage.
Therefore, records comverted from paper to digrtal form
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is equally vulnerable to technological obsolescence.
Every organization collects documents m vanous shapes
and pattern. So, unless some solid preservation
strategies are not actively employed, the preserved
wformation will rapidly become maccessible.

There are vartous approaches for preservation like
the ongmal environment 1s fully preserved for decoding
the digital emvironment where in some, the working
replicas for all computer hardware and software for
future use are preserved while in others the new
computer system are programmed to emulate on
demand the obsolete platforms and operating system.

Apart from these, there are other preservation
techniques and some of them are as follows-

a) Migration and Transfer of Data- Migration
is a process of transfermng data from a platform that 15 m
danger of becomng obsolete to a current platform. This
strategy covers a wide range of activities to copy,
convert and transfer the digital information from one
generation of technology to another It 1s a penodic
transfer where up-gradation to the Iatest version of the
software takes place. It means that not only the entire
data 15 copied to a new medium but its retnieval abilities
and report making are transferred mtact. However, 1t 15
important to note that successive migration may lead to
loss of data so care should be taken to limit the loss of
mformation by retaining the content 1n a usable form.

b) Replication: Data that exists as a single copy
located in only one location 1s highly vulnerable and
may lead to accidental alterations. So, creating duplicate
copies of data on one or more system 18 very much
necessary as it s more hikely to survive of 1t 15 replicated
i several locations. Replicated data may be difficult in
migration, refreshing or versioning since the data is
located m various places.

c) Emulation: It 15 a process of creating a new
software which copies the operations of the older
hardware and software thus preserving its onginality
with its content, physical presence and functionality.
Thus, not only their physical presence or contents are
preserved but their onginal lavout can be displaved.

d) Encapsulation and Normalization:
Encapsulation mvolves the grouping together of a digital
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object to provide access to those objects that contamns
reference, representation provenance and context
information which 1z considered as a key element of
emulation.

In case of Normalization, a single file format 13
chosen to embody the best overall compromise such as
longevity, functionality and resobvability.

e) Refreshing: In this process transfer of data
between two tvpes of the same storage medium takes
place so that there s no alteration of data. Such as
transferring data from an old CD 1o a new one.

f) Technology Preservation: Another method for
preservation would be to simply keep the older
technology available for use. It 1s based on preserving
the technical environment that muns the system mcluding
the onginal application software, media drives or the
Operating System. Under this strategy, the older
technology through which the digital mformation was
created 15 preserved to ensure 1ts accessibility at any time

g) Compression: This process can be applied to
different types of digital objects and the loss mvolved
here 15 very less. This loss-less compression 1s fully
reversible and when 1t 15 again decompressed 1t 13
identical bit by bit to the onginal loss-less compression

h) Metadata Attachment: Metadata include
mformation related to its creation. access. restriction
hardware, Operating system. software required to
access a document. In short it contains all the
information on tts history to assist a user.

1} Microfilming: Microfilming the information
saves the onginal document from firther damage even
after the onginal has become unstable or deteriorated.
It 15 found to be very useful for preservation of archival
materials. No doubt, converting the physical document
to microfilm form has enhances the longevity of the
material
Issues and Challenges of Digital Preservation:

Preservation of digital matenial 1s not only different
but also difficult from other functions of the digital
library and it would be pomntless if the library could not
provide a means for accessing the matenials. Therefore,
preservation process 15 a complex one which anses due
to the interdependencies that exist between the
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information object and 1ts technical environment which
generally takes place at the hardware and software
level.

Dhgital preservation usually starts as a project and
experiments with an uncertamn future as it takes some
tune for a preservation process to take shape. In the
process a number of 1ssues may crop up which needs
to be addressed by the library before 1t actively starts
the preservation process. Some of the 1ssues that needs
to be addressed are-

I Technological Issue

II. Orgamzational Issue

s Legal Issue
I. Technological Issue: -

This 1ssue covers the following challenges and
some of them are as follows-

a) Digital Media- digital matenials are usually
wvulnerable to loss and destruction as they are stored on
fragile magnetic and optical media that deteriorate
rapidly. Major threat come from improper handling
though many digital media give the impression of
sturdiness and durability

b) Change in Technology- Unlike books, digital
materials are machine dependent and so it 15 very
difficult to access them if there 15 no appropnate
hardware and software. New software will not run on
old hardware and it forces the older penipherals mnto
retirement along with their compatible computers.

c) Authenticity and Context- At every stage of
the cycle, electronic records need to be managed
according to some standard procedure to ensure that
they retain their integrity and authenticity, so that any
person accessing the object must be able to very that 1t
1s the one that he wants.

IT Organizational Issue:

Apart from technological issues, there are
numerous challenges which relates to the management
of digital matersals mto their organizational structure. In
order to maximize the benefits of the technology, 1ssues
such as copyright and cost effectiveness are to be
faced. Some of them are discussed here-

a. Cost-availability of resource 1s always a critical
constraint as 1t 15 very difficult to estimate the long-term
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cost of digital preservation. There are obvious

recurrent costs associated with staff, energy supplies,
network use, telecomumunication costs, storage media
such as disk and tapes.

b. Staff Expertise- even highly automated
programme will need staff to deal with changes in the

operating technology. So. good problem-solving skalls,
pro-active approaches and adequate awareness on the
relevant technical preservation 15 a must.

c. Role and Responsibilities- digital matenials
are created with no concem for long-term availabilities.
It 15 unlikely that these matenials will be made in ways
that will mimimize the cost and remove barriers for
preservation. It would be advantageous to identify
particular group of producers and work with them,
adding specific issues and 1t would be helpful to
develop a code of practice that sets out not only about
the roles and responsibilites and also provades a level of
accountability for the way preservation programmes
deal with thewr matenals.

d. Selection- tming and selection 15 usually critical
as digital matenals quickly de-select themselves by
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becoming unstable. At the same time, there mav be
pressure to preserve the entire material camned by new
communication channels or even if some external
boundaries have been defined, it may be hard to decide
which elements need to be maintained. It may be
difficult to tell the source of material or to decide who 1s
responsible for their preservation and with whom to
negotiate the rights required for preservation. Selection
policies mav have to decide whether to select the whole
ftem or samples only, but it 15 preferable to preserve the
whole tem and to retain their integrity:

II1. Legal Issue: -

The barrier to digital preservation 15 caused by
uncertainty about legal and organizational requirements for
managng the mteflectual property. permission for copynight
holders or authorization to the digital image. The copyright
law has not clearly described stself about the digitization
and preservation of digital objects. Some of the current
1ssues that need to be looked into are as follows: -

a. Intellectual Property Rights- copyrights and
other Intellectual property rights have an impact on the
preservation of digital matenials and if 1f 15 not addressed
stawl®. i03i-3s



properly 1t can prevent the preservation activities. As
transferring of matenals from one source to another
mvolve mampulation of some degree, important 1ssues are
raised, and it 15 important to establish a dialogue with
right holders so that they are fully aware of these actions
and rights required to ensure preservation of selected
matenials

b. Access and Security- electronic materials are
easily copied and re-distributed therefore the right
holders are particularly concerned with controlling
access and potential infringement of copyright.
Technology developed to address this concern can
prevent the action needed for preservation

c. Business Model and Licensing- in most of
the cases electronic publications such as e-joumnals are
not owned by the subscribers physically who license
access from the publishers. Therefore, the subscribers
are concerned that the publishers have the sole nght for
its preservation mclude 1ts archiving and access to back
1ssues in licensing the work
Conclusion:

The mam goal of an nformation centre 15 to collect,
preserve and give access to recorded knowledge for
the benefit of the users. Librarians have traditionally
formed a preservation procedure for materials that wall
be provided to the fiture generation. For paper-based
document provision of adequate storage space and
climatic condition are the best means to help ensure
that the matenals would be preserved.

However these centres has to face techmcal, legal
and orgamzational challenge i responding to the new
demands of digital preservation as they are especially
vulnerable to loss and destruction because they are
stored on fragile media which tend to deteriorate
rapidly due to overuse, wrong transfer policy, humdity
or faulty reading and writing devices.

Digital preservation has raised many challenging
1ssues and some of them are in the area of planning
method and technologies necessary to ensure that digital
information remains accessible and usable. The digital
components like the hardware and software are alwavs
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changing their version or processing capacity.

Technology used 1s becoming obsolete and digital

documents are becoming unreadable.

Unlike the paper media, electronic media become
obsolete and degrade at a faster rate so a long-term
preservation policy is the need of the hour and as we
are very much aware Preservation of digital matenial has
become a challenging task for the libraries.

It 15 high time for the traditional libranes to adopt
to change as libraries have always welcomed to new
change. Today the information centres are busy
transformung their collection into digital resources that
can be accessed across time and space helped by
projects like Google book, open content alliance or
their likes.

So long term availability and preservation is not
qust a library issue but a professional one as 1t mvolves
creation, selection, dissemination and management of
knowledge to make sure that information which we
deal with can be made available to the future generation
i a better condrtion.
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Romanticism in
Bhupen Hazarika's Songs

Ananya Dutta

A musician. composer, Iyricist, poet and film maker, Dr
Bhupen Hazarika 1s often celebrate as one of the most
mfluential figures i the world of Indian music and cul-
tural expression. Bom on September 8, 1926 mn Sadiva,
Assam Hazanka's life and work left an unforgettable
mark on the cultural landscape of India. He composed a
wide range of songs m various languages, including
Assamese, Bengali and Hindi. His work spanned di-
verse genres, from folk music to modem compositions
and carned powerful social and political messages. His
songs seamlessly blended the tradtional tunes of Assam
with modem compositions. His mellifluous voice and
evocative lyrics touched the hearts of millions. Songs
like 'Ganga Behti Ho Kyun' and 'Dil Hoom Hoom

&0

#i3 (e S o

Kore' remam timeless classics. Through his music and
films. he introduced the rich hentage, languages and tra-
ditions of Assam to a wider audience. Hazarika's songs
often carned causes such as worker's nights, education
and social justice. His song "Manuhe Manuhor Babe"
became an anthem for human nghts. He was also a pro-
lific film maker and poet. His films, mcluding 'Shakuntala
and Mera Dharam Men Maa', were celebrated for their
story telling and strong social commentary. His poetry,
often reflectrve of his love for nature and his commitment
to social change, found a special place in Assamese lit-
erature. In Bhupen Hazarika's works deep connections
with nature and profound emotions are conveyed. All
these are hallmarks of Romanticism.
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Fomanticism was an artistic and mtellectual move-
ment that emerged 1n the late 18th century and reached
its peak in the 19th century. It focused on emotion,
imagination and indridualism as opposed to rationalism
seen n the Enlightenment era It encompassed vanous
forms of expression. including Iiterature, art, music and
philosophy. Romantic artists and writers often focused
on nature, the supematural and the inner world of the
human psyche. Mary Shelly's 'Frankensten' and the
poetry of William Wordsworth are notable examples of
this movement Romanticism left a lasting impact on the
art and literature of the
world and this impact is
also found m Indian art and
music. Romanticism in-
spired the Indian artists
and musicians to explore
emotional depth, connect
with nature, celebrate cul-
tural diversity and make
use of their creative ex-
pressions to comment on
societal 1ssues. Bhupen
Hazarika, being one of
such musical artists, made
fantastic use of this creatve
stvle 1n his works. One of
the kev aspects of Roman-
ticism in his songs 15 his
ability to evoke strong
emotions. Hazarika's com-
posttions excel n regard of
emotional expression. His songs such as 'Til Hoom
Hoom Kare' and 'Ganga Behti Ho Kvun' are
characterised by their evocatrve lyrics. Through his
music, he captures the essence of love, longing and
nostalgia, creating a deep emotional connection with
the listeners. He was also a maestro at integrating na-
ture into his songs, a central theme of Romanticism.
Assam's lush landscapes, the mighty Brahmaputra
River and the regions flora and fauna served as a
continuous source of mspiration for him. His songs,
such as Bistirno Parore’ are lvnical joumeys through
the natural beauty of Assam, showcasing his deep
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seated connection with environment. He used his mu-
sic to also introduce the traditions, languages and
folklore of Assam to the world. This celebration of
cultural 1dentity resonated with Romantic artists em-
bracing their heritage and preserving cultural vnique-
ness. Another facet of Romanticism present in Bhupen
Hazarika's work 15 his ability to blend the traditional
with the comtemporary. He skallfully combined the folk
tunes of Assam with modemn orchestration, demon-
strating the Romantic nation of bridging the past and
the present. This fusion not only gave his music a dis-

tinctive character but also made it accessible and ap-
pealing to a wider audience.

In conclusion, Bhupen Hazanka's music 1s a testa-
ment to the influence of Romanticism in Indian music
and art. His ability to convey powerful emotions, his
deep connection with nature, his celebration of cultural
heritage and his fusion of traditional and modem all
echo the Romantic spint. His songs continue to touch
the listener's hearts and his legacy stands as a strong
example of how Romanticism can be a nmeless source
of artistic mspiration.

Writer : B.A, 2% Sem, Department of English
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Bhupen Hazarika : A Cultural Icon

Santoshi Devi

Dr. Bhupen Hazarika widely known as the Bard of
Bralmaputra and 'Sudhakantha' (The Nightingale), was
a lominary mn the realm of Assamese culture. His talents
were diverse and spanned multiple domains; he ex-
celled as a singer, musician, poet. lyricist, actor, film
maker and politictan His fame and dedicated fol-
lowing reached far bevond the borders of Assam reso-
nating across the entire nation and even making a sig-
nificant impact on the global stage.

Bhupen Hazarika was born on September 8,
1926, mn the town of Sadiva, Assam to Nilakanta
Hazanka's family relocated to Guwahati 1 pursuit of
better opportunities, subsequently moving to Dhubn
and then Tezpur It was n Tezpur that a prvotal moment
occurred in his life when he was discovered by two
prominent cultural figsures of Assam, Jvotiprasad

pTI -

Agarwala and Bishnu Prasad Rabha, while singing
borgeet, devotional songs composed by Sankaradeva
and Madhavadeva. This encounter proved to be trans-
formative_ as it opened up numerous new avenues for
him_ In 1936, he accompamed them to Kolkata and re-
corded his first song at the Avurora Studio for the
Selona Company. Additionally, he was given the op-
portunity to lend his voice to two songs for Jyotiprasad
Agarwala's film, Tndramaloti’. These songs were
'Kaxote Koloshi Lot and Bizswo Bijoy Nauwjawan'.
Bhupen Hazanka's talents extended bevond the cultural
realm; he was also academically accomplished. He
completed his Intermediate of Arts educahon at Cotton
College, Guwahati. in 1942 followed by earning his
Bachelor and Master degree in Political Science from
Banaras Hindu University. In 1949, he recetved a
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scholarship to pursue his Ph. D with his thesis titled
Proposals for Prepanng India's Basic Education to Use
Audio-Visual Techniques in Adult Education. Further-
more, he was honoured with the Lisle Fellowship from
the University of Chicago. which allowed him to ex-
plore educational project development through cinema
Before embarking on his joumey, to New York,
D Hazarika briefly worked at the All India Radio Sta-
tion 1n Guwahati and taught at Guwahati Unrversity.
However, he later relocated to Kolkata to Kiclk-star
his career, ultimately establishing himiself as a successful
music director and singer. Notably, Hazarika composed
the anthem for
Guwahatt University,
titled 'Jilikaba
Lustore Paar’
Furthermore. in
1993, he was
elected as the Presi-
dent of the Asom
Sahitya Sabha Dr
Hazarika achieved
mtemational acclamm
for his melodious

compositions and
singing in multiple '
languages. His life- |
long affinity for mu-
sic began early, no-
tably through his as-
sociation with cul-
tural luminaries
Jvotiprasad
Agarwala and
Bishnu  Prasad
Rabha His time at Columbia Untversity exposed him to
the Afro-Amernican political tradition, and his bond with
the renowed Amencan artist and civil nights activist,
Paul Robeson, profoundly mfluenced his musical jour-
ney.

Notably, his iconic song Bistimo Parore’ was mn-
spired by Robeson's 'Old Man Erver. This composttion
eamed immense popularity and was subsequently trans-
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lated into Hindi and Bengali, further extending his musi-
cal mfluence Dr Bhupen Hazarika was a humanist, cel-
ebrated not just for his melodious compositions but
also for the thought-provolking bynics of his songs. His
Iyrical themes encompassed communal harmony opti-
mistn, justice, protest, revolutionary spintt and empathy
among people.

D Bhupen Hazarika was a remarkable mstiution
unto himself making substantial contributions to the
advancement of Assam and the entire Northeast in van-
ous capacities. This cultural 1con's passing on Novem-
ber 3. 2011 in Mumbai created an immense void

Assam’s music and cultural landscape. His songs reso-
nated with millions worldwide, serving as a unifinng
thread that transcended communities and borders, forg-
ing invisible connections and borders through the um-
versal language of music. His enduning legacy continues
to bring jov, mstil hope and mspire people evervwhere.

Writer : B.A. 2™ Sem, Department of English
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Education : The
Success Story

From generation to generation, from tume to time,

Has education among men been exalted,

We've our children been telling two things do rthyme,

These are diligence and education possessing value

untold.

Without skall. none can read nor write,

Nor can one a simple, mere lighway signpost decipher,

Even along a road, one needs a bit of skill of blue,

As to identify colours from others and even directions.

Mot only colours, but even information and messages

as well

One needs education to write, read and decode,

Even one language from another to tell.

One needs education, to read languages many and even

‘encode’,

As a globe trotter, well versed in the wavs of the

world,

One needs education. as a vehicle' and means to

success.

Course one cannot travel to Spain, Israel. China or

Arab World.

If vou do not ever an iota of knowledge possess!

Trishna Kour

B.A. 2™ Semester. Department of Education
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Foundational stage
as per NEP 2020

For ages 3 to 8 years old. According to the national
education policy, the foundational level of education wall
consist of three years of preschool or Anganawadi
education, followed by two vears of primary school
(Class I and Class II).

This stage will concentrate on teaching in play-
based or activity based methods, good behaviour,
courtesy, ethics, personal and public hygiene,
teamwork and cooperation, development of language
skills etc.

Essentially, children between the age groups of 3
years to & years will be part of the foundational stage
under ECCE (Early Childhood Care and Education).
This shall be followed in all public as well as private
schools.

The early vears in a child's life are very important
since 90% of brain development has already taken
place by the time a child 15 6 yvears of age. Science tells
us that development of the brain 1s influenced not only
by health, mutrition and quality of care also the quality
of psycho-social environment the child grows up .

Bidisha Bhagawati
B.A. 4% Semester

Department of Education




Arithmatic 1n
[ilavati

The first verse of the Lilavat 15 an mvocative verse on
Lord Ganesha the god of wisdom, as it was customary
in those days before the beginning of any auspicious
event. Lilavat1 begins - "Salutations to the elephant
headed being who mfuses jov mito the minds of his
worshippers, who delivers from every difficulties those
who call upon him and hose ffet are reverenced by the
gods." Here the word Pats 1s used for Anthmanc It
literally means slate mathematics. The verse also claims
that discominating people because of 1ts clanty, brevity as
well as literary flavour love this work This shows the
literary significance of the work Followng the mvocation,
the next 9 verses deal with definttions of measurement
units for vanous things. Firstly, it defines vanious units of
money, which were 1 vogue during those days. This 1s
followed by measures of gold, units of length, measures
of gramn mn volume and lastly the measure of time.
Collected by
Sagarika Borah
Department of Sanskrit
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Computer

Sanskrit has a rich history. It was used in early Indian
Mathematics and Science. The grammar of Sanskrnt 1s
rule bound. formal-bound, and logical that makes it
highly appropriate to write algorithms. The grammar
also makes Sanskrit suitable for machine learning and
even artificial mtelligence.

The Vedic language "Sansknt’ can be regarded as
one of the first coding languages, which had the power
to make its own software. Sanskrit has the memory in
the sound that comes after utterning the syllables of
Sansknt, which gives cosmic power to be aligined with
the energy of planets and Nakshatra.

Sangita Roy
Department of Sanskrit
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Agriculture

Krsiparasara is a compilation of the onginal text of
Agriculture found m Sanskrit. In Sansknt literature there
are found so many scientific thoughts related to
ratning. amount of ramnfall for different types of soils, the
finetiming of show times mdications. water devimng, rain
forecast, management of agniculture etc. Krsiparasra
says sowing in Vaisakha (May) 1s the best in Jyestha
(June) 1s mediocre and in Asada 15 excellent. To sow
seeds 1 hot season (April-Mavy) 1s for transplantation.
Sowing in Sravana 15 said to be bad and Bhadra
(September) the worst. The end of jyestha and the
beginming of Asada is the menstruation period. Seeds
must not be sovn during this period.
Himadri Borah
Department of Sanskrit

Political Thought 1n
Sanskrit Literature

ITEI, TS are the top translations of ‘politics into
Sanskrit Dharma 1s the core concept of Hindu political
theory, profound in implications and subject to vanied
definition ultimately 1t 13 more the law for 1t is that which
underlies and creates law in the universe. Politcal thought
deals with the normative aspect of Political Science In
this regard, 1t demonstrates the limits to Political Science
and allows us to understand what we know and what we
do not.

Arthasashtra 1s the most authoritative source of the
are the contribution of Arthasashtra duties and
responsibilities of the king Kautilva also identified as
Vishnugupta and Chanalova 1s traditionally credited as the
author of the text. According to Kautilva a state has seven
elements on constituen. namely Swamin - The King,
Amatva - The Minister, Janapada The land and the
people. Durga - The fortness, Kasha - The Treasury Danda
- The Army and mitra. The Allies, The entire set up ofthe
kingdom was described as saptanga theory m ancient India.

Debasri Saikia
Department of Sanskrit
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Education as an Investment

When wealth is invested in something with the objective
to have even more wealth in future, we call this an
investment. Through education there is progress in
mains wealth and he makes use of this for firture.
Education may be considered an investment.
Education has a direct effect on human productivity. It
15 a non-material economic good. Economist now
consider education as an essential expenditure and a
productive investment. They are of the view that
expenses made in educational plans, equipment,
buildings etc 15 an imvestment because in retum it grves
us useful and different efficient citizens who contnbute
more to the greater economic welfare of the country.
So expenditure made in the field of education can be
regarded as an mvestment for national development.
Education 15 an investment in the sense that we
wvest in a datm or canal, to produce more m the firture,
the same 1s applicable in the field of education. A mpee
mvested m the urellectual smprovement of human bemgs
will often bring greater mcrease i national imcome than
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a rupee devoted to other tangible capital goods. The
provision of power, transportation to literate people 15
bound to be productive.

In 12th five vear plan from Z012-2017_ 1t 1s
estimed that not more than 5% of Indians from the age
group of 19 to 24 have received formal vocational
education. Thats why NEP 2020 suggested that every
child from grades 6 to 8 must learn at least one
vocational and more. NEP will bring an end to rate
learning and the obsession with marks by imposing
various livelihood and life skills such as gardening,
wood-work, poltery and others. As leaming 15 going to
be holistic and expenmental it will mean the closure of
coaching mnstitutes.

It 1= observed m all countries of the world that
higher capita income 1s with high rate of literacy.
Education 1s valued here and these values contribute to
a better life.

Arpita Dev

B.A. 4% Sem., Department of Education
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Dr. Neetu Kumari Gupta

A Condolence Visit

My fingers doubtfully nervous touched the bell
to break the deafening silence.

It’s a year now you dwell in heavenly abode,
presuming the family torn into the sea of sormow:

What I discover 15 a mass of bizarre symptoms
where he breathes in harmonious letsure-
vistting clubs, venturing exotic destinations,_

life 15 seamlessly contented.

I wonder how homicidal you were-

to defer all statics of myniad friendship,

for weaving kerchiefs and captivated gentilesse.
Were you not so foolish to dive

deep into the hierarchy of feudal relations,

with slightest reservations for the other.

Nucleus I am, where all happiness ceases without
Was it not a fantasy befooled to courtesy?

You - the bourgeoise wife attested so chillingly
the tale of your happily-ever-after,

and the norms of fair explostation

never lived the ME in vou.

May you niow accept vour tale of obdurate pride

build on a negative topoi of mercenary dependence.
Only to claim the prison ordained

that never coincided the counsel of liberty and freedom.

Fa (=50 oEE JiEEal

starwfad. 2033-3s

Parched Service

There exists some peaceful province

reigned by authority, dictated by insanely logics
favours to those who extends their wilful amiles,
curses to those who disagree and challenge frolics.

The Muses shower praise in keen tambics

to puff him in his shortcomings.

He chooses his command on tranquil subordinates
with promises to outgrow and promote.

MNourished talents of different suits
resolved to echo his pnide.

I am the monarch of this office
playing flute to myy tune.

In silent ruptures of the fume

the fabric of goodwill breeds i syrup sweet.
Amidst this service 1 an airy cage,

the law of slaverv 1s a choice voluntary.

In hope of wielding papers and files

and to warrant petty titles, lies our claim to glory.
Few vaulting voices of revolt

are mirrored to an image in troubled waters.

If someone rejects, the gazes strike with contempt,
attempts to deck such gestures springe in all hearts
to trap this bard 1n the same locks
of Submission.
Writer - Assistant Professor, Department of English

b
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Fagun

Fagun O Fagun!
You came unannounced
to us,
Spreading the essence
of life among us,
You came bringing
the fragrance of mother
garth to us all.
Beauty of nature like
Palash and Shimalu
keeps blooming among
us all
You came unannounced
to us,
Fagun O Fagun!
Hunmili Beypi
B.A. 4th Sem, Dept. of Pol. Science

Spring Season

Iloved the Spnng season

Flowers were bloomng
and the birds were flying up the sky
birds were chirping.
I loved the Spring season
Spring season was not too hot
and too cold
this 15 a perfect season for us.
I loved the spring season.
Beauty mn nature.
Serdihun Beypi
B.A. 4th Sem, Dept. of Pal. Science

Spring Season

Spring! Spring!! So beautiful the season
As flowers we bloomuing everyvwhere
This season changes
the beauty of earth
Spring!
You filled wath colours greenary
and colourful
We heard the chirping
of birds and animals.
Spring! Spring!! So beautiful the season
Purnima Beypi
B.A. 4th Sem, Dept. of Geography
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Special National Integration Camp
at Gujarat
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