
* 

1SSN 2277-2901 MAH JYC I 

MA MAHAPURU^A JYOTI 
Volume XX 

2020 

JOURNAL OF SRIMANTA `ANKARADEVA SANGHA 

Editor: Gitali Saikia 

`R*MANT. `ANKARADEVA SANGHA 
w 

NAGAON : ASSAM 



MAHAPURU^A JYOTI 

Bhakti and Mukti in the Philosophy of Sri SaDkaradeva 

Sanchita Bora 

I 

Devotion or Bhakti is an emotional process of realizing 
the Supreme. It is not easy to define devotion. In religious 
terminology bhakti specifies worship of a personal God in the 
spirit of love. Bhakti is devotee's self-surrender to God. Hindu 
Sâstras indicate four principal mârgas or paths leading to union 
with God. They are Karma margà (the path of action), Yoga 
marga (the path of psychic concentration), Jnâna marga (the 
path of knowledge) and Bhakti mârga (the path of devotion 
and love). The inimitable Bhagavad Gitâ harmonizes these four 

paths; but it says bhakti is gûhyatama (the greatest secret). 
According to Veda-hyâsa, unwavering attachment to the worship 

of God is bhakti. Úándilya's Bhakti Sütra defines bhakti as 
intense love for the Lord. Again, according to Uandilya, to e 
immersed completely in Paramâtman and thus to enjoy ful bliss 

is bhaki. Nárada says in his Bhakti Sütra Bhaksi is super 
to Karma, Jiána and Yoga. It signifies a state of profoun 

and eternal love towards God"(yas 24). He also aad 
that 

devotion to the Lord purifies men on the ear isonou 
Vithin 

inmiu 

Vaisóndavism bhakti is only used in conjunction WI 
or one of his associated incarnations. "Only 0udoubls people from worldly attachments by ridding then oressod (Sankardeva 1.5.12). Bhakti is love towards God as 

nared 
expresse

and mind. Compa red 
with 

the beatific joy with which bhakti fills the mind of the 
through the devotee's body, words devolec, 
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