. aaseaimee, 3 gl Rl o aei N

A S —




Tt il i Bl s S e T e

Interface: Language,
Ecology and Gender in
North East India

Edited by
Sabreen Ahmed

Exceller Books

LLLLLLLLLLLL



~an

Interface: Language, Ecology and Gender in North Eagt Indi;

Copyright © Sabreen Ahmed, India, 2021

Cover design by Exceller Books using resources from Pixabay.com
All rights reserved. No portion of the book may or should he
reproduced, stored in any retrieval system (including but not

limited to computers, disks, external drives, electronijc or
devices, e-readers, websites), or transmitted in any form or by any
means (mechanical, recording, electronic, digital version,
photocopying, or otherwise) without the prior, written permission
of the publisher, nor be otherwise circulated in any form of binding
or cover other than that in which it is published and without a
similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser,

digital

The book has been published with all reasonable efforts taken to
make the material error-free after the consent of the author. The
views and opinions expressed in this book are the author’s own and
the facts are as reported by her. Neither the publisher nor editor
endorse or approve the content of this book or guaranty the
reliability, accuracy or completeness of the content published herein
and do not make and representations of warranties of any kind,
express or implied, including but not limited to the implied
warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose. The
publisher or editor shall not be liable whatsoever for any errors,
omissions, whether such errors or omissions result from negligence,
accident or any other cause or claims for loss or damage of any kind,
including without limitation damage arising out of use, or about
reliability, accuracy, sufficiency of the information contained in this
book.
ISBN: 978-93-90746-25-5
First published in India in 2021 by Exceller Books
Address: G1, Dream Apartment, Degree College Road, Belgharia,
Kolkata, 700056, India

I’y

www.excellerbooks.com

EXCELLER BOOKS
A GLOBAL FREBS




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Editorial

Evading the Erasures of Silence and Invisibility:
An Intersectional Study of Language, Ecology and
Gender on the North Eastern Women Narratives:
-Dr. Sabreen Ahmed

PartI: Society and Culture
1| Beyond Gender Binaries: Exploration of the
Potential Third Space in Select Short Stories of
Mousumi Kandali
-Dr. Ananya Hiloidari

2| A Study of Selected Women'’s Autobiography from

Assam as Explorations of the Domestic and Everyday Life

-Dr.Lakhipriya Gogoi

3| Re-reading and Reconstructing the Female
Body: Experiences from Northeast India
-Dr.Sabrina Igbal Sircar

4| Witch Hunting, Patriarchy and Religious Sanctlon:
The Case of Bodos of Assam
-Parvin Sultana

5| A Study of ‘Loving Kindnesses in the Tai Buddhist
Women of Assam
-Dr. Ramala Sarma

6| Machine in the Garden: Reading Jahnavi Barua’s
Undertow as a Counter-Pastoral Narrative:

-Priyanka Saha

7| Violence and the State: Situating Gender

11

12

35

45

64

73

85

98

108



ot the Relentless Political Machinery in the North-East
agains

-Masum Janid

4;"1?; Resisting Female: Reading Temsula Ao's 118
S “"y;'Three Women” from a Feminist Lens
-Dr.Neetu Gupta
9| The Politics of the Background: Framing Landscape 124

and the Custodian Women in Haandulk (The Hidden Corner)

-Pallabi Konwar

Part II: Ecology and the Economy
1| From Belief To Violence: Exploring Factors of 138
Witchcraft Accusations and Witch-Hunting in Assam

-Shilpi Shika Das

2| Gender Budgeting: MGNREGA and Khasi Women 148
-Kerlihok Lyngdoh Buam

3| NGOs in Promotion of Micro Entrepreneurship 159
and Economic Empowerment of Rural Women in Assam
-Aditya Bhatta

4| The Changing Environment and Women's 173
Livelihood in Tribal Societies of North East India:
-Tejaswita Duarah

5| Woman in Dissemination of Traditional 191
Knowledge of Biomedicine with Special
Reference to Karbi Tribe

-Dr. Farishta Yasmin and Reena Térangpi

6] The Feminisation of Entrepreneurship Developmentin 196
North-East India through

Use of Biodiversity: An Analysis
-Sunita Rani

Index 215



emale: Reading Temsuly A,

 isting F
g| A Resisting ' -
«Three women Through a Feminist Lep,

pr. Neetu Gupta,
stant Professor in English,

Assi
' College, Assam

Nowgons Girls

Keywords: Nature, Female Bonding, Patriarchal Structures

very heart; some get told, many others
remain unheard-stories about individual experiences
made universal by imagination; stories that are jokes,
and sometimes prayers; qnd those that are not always a

figment of the mind but are, at times, confessions.”
' --Temsula Ao

wcrories live ine

this century has ushered in a group of
have dismantled the stereotypical order
ntation. In this context, a few women

writers writing in English from Northeast India deserve critical
st prominent reason is that

attention on several grounds. The mo
these writings focus on some unexplored areas of experiences, such
as regional conflicts, violence, and women'’s exploration of new
ideas in relationship, love, sex and marriage. Secondly, the writings
bring in a female perception into social, literary and political issues
of. Northeast India. Thirdly, it is for the first time that [ndia
 witnesses several women writers rediscovering their native
c}t:ltures, .folk tales and beliefs in the poetic and fictional genres O.f
'tfeinsE:lgath; ;ndg‘;iage as seen in the writings of Mamanb E:]’
women'’s views es)t(her.Sylem. These? Bhes e foregr(?;m the
foundations of a,t I.Je-l‘lences and issues, and hajve e is
_ radition of women’s writing in English from th!
region. The fiction, and espaci 5 : d by the
pecially the short fiction produce
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A Resisting F

Reading Temsula Ao’s “Three Wor

n "o, . ]
en" through , Feminist Lens

perspectives on diverse issues,

Temsula Ao, is a well- known
ethnographer from Northeast India, §
Akademi Award and also the Padma §
of short stories entitled, These Hills
understanding of the human condj

collection called Laburnum for my Head has won her the Sahitya
Akademi award. Most of her stories describe how ordinary people,
especially women, cope with the diverse experiences of injustice,
discrimination and violence, They also exemplify powerful
portrayals of female protagonists as strong, resourceful, self-willed,
responsible and committed individuals,

The short story, “Three Women” is the story of Martha, her
mother Medemla and her grandmother, Lipoktula. A single truth
about Lipoktula’s past affects the life and story of all these thrr-..ee
Women who represent three different generations. Medemla falls in
love with 5 boy called Imsutemjen, son of Merensashi. And when
she lets her mother know these details through a letter, the
Mother's world i turned upside down. This is because she cannot
¢t thig relationship materialise into marriage. It is because of her
dden Past - that Medemla was her and Merensashi's da}lghter out
of Wedlock, The impending marriage would imply an mcesatlous
relationship and Lipoktula somehow succeeds to break it up

Poet, short story writer and

he is a recipient of Sahitya
hree in 2007. Her collection

Called Home depicts a deep
tion. The second shortstory
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rer world knowing the real cause. Mede
ction of her lover but remains unmarrie(;n Y bOl(l\y
child, who later was called a4 M;:lrshet
daughter. By using the first pekso.n narrative in thig Story, t;]l]a,
i fact, exposed very blatantly before us, the thoughts and fee- as,
o In our society a man can be sexually aggressive €ling,

's hody whenever he wants; but Women'; he ¢y,

without the ou
accepts the reje

decides 10 adopt a
ep

of wome
desire fora woman
desires need to be submissive and entertained only at the

Icy of

the male. People hardly realize that sexual desire and it pleg
are a part of men and women’s very nature. Lipoktula a5 ,
woman recounts “the inevitable force that draws a womgn to

n Qld
Wﬂrds

another man” (78)- .
Lipoktula’s husband was away on a job and it was

force of nature which made her submit to Merensashi. Anq this
submission was possible only in Nature’s lap (in the crop field) no;
in the social construct made by men (at home). She does not regret
that moment, ‘the demanding power of such love’, throughout her
life except that because of her hidden past, Medemla, her daughter
had to remain deprived of such love (in the sense that she had
‘never felt that way to Imsu’ because nature would not permit
them), and the pleasurable pains of motherhood which she and
Martha experienced. Lipoktula thus dismantles the patriarchal
subjugation of women imposed by men on women in some specific
ways, and steps forward to lose herself in the mystifying experience
of nature. These women are confronted with complex dilemmas,
doubts and conflicting consequences leading them to either 10
submit or to counter it retaining their esteem in some ways The
story is told primarily from a woman'’s point of view highlighting
Con}plex emotional impulses and personal frustration and angst
against the social and cultural milieu. They choose to tread O ‘the
where men are insteh -respef:t_ AL e Presented . a's told i
an alu'cobit)gt‘alphicale Gk, e 2 ln begin®
to tell their, life stor TT'IOde Wbere Sachn i Fhree womhea'S storY’
Medemla's Hi y in tl?e first- person narrative - Mart 0
story and Lipoktula’s Secret. After this, 3 seque?

brief , . ir
rief narratives followed by these three women sharing £
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A Resisting Female.
ding Temsula Ao’s “Three Women”
Realt’s

thrnugh a Feminjs; Lens

| rather dark secrets, Thjg brief n
ersonal I’ epilogue. The confessjgng to
cnncllld.‘.tite experiences as Mmothers
‘heirb?l:; them through the bond of mo
that

herhooq and daughterhnod,
ital concern in each of the womep’
The V1

s life is the mother-

daughter
ing and relationship that changes in Perspective wit, time,
bondl“‘g es are seen in.the context of a ‘female world’ that s very
Tl}?r::i from the larger world of ma]
differ

€ concerns. Theg
ir own specific ways illuminate and expand the g
in thelr

ibilities. The interdependent network of cloge female filially
possibilities. thens their bonding as botp mother and daughter
sty sFreng tantly as women. Their account of life manifests the
and mo.St lTp(;Zal and cultural concerns that affect a woman, Each
cocial, ideo ng onts a situation that is sensitive ang central in
of theft1 C.On ;;Iartha's innocence is shattered when her identity is
womf?nsllfe- d challenged. Medemla’s love story comes to an
qgesgt? 223 \:lrillen her fiancé breaks off their engagem

apru

u ’ M ]
p

me their
d how that can be a source of strength to overco

and nhow

difficulties,

€ Women, 3]]
ense of actya]

d “Three
A critical study of the select(-ed shor;1 S:Zr't); r(;aellsvomen as
Women", explores the moment of crisis th?t tt].leeir lives. It can also
's specified in the very title itself und.e e en's negotiation and
© Undertaken with a view to exploring w (.)n;s the public/private
interrOgation'of the discourse that legltlm\l/\zfomen in her priv:ftte
diChotomy and gendering of 'Eh‘_3 RHEEES s like marriage, fa@ly.
*Pace, her Negotiation with the mstxtutlonf concern and attention.
motherhood, female desire forms the core 3 into the public sphere
The Manner in which women are expase s of public and private
Zlong With the interface of the two domal}r]lree women. It fxtols
e g What truly matters for these t of “completeness” that
motherhOOd as the “ecstasy” and a sense
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| - yividly described in the narratiye, Thig
experience ‘yience of being a mother ~ an experiel]ce-tstnry
A iatic and incomparable to any othg, fe At
believed to be e.CS of. The story presents vivid images abelm
woman may :;ei]ll:ﬂdlsirth from 8  fermale perspective 01:; }t]he
e joy that is associated with 1t.'ln the Epilogye, S;]le
et and slimy contours as it surges through the
; such a sensuous effect on Martha that sh .e
passage produces ublime than the transie - Wil
always remember it as MOTe S d dmother i 2 eC-StasieS of
sex” (79). Martha’s own mOthe.r and grandmother is beside g, at
this moment as they “ceremoniously lay the baby next to her, i ,
ritualistic acknowledgement. of her rlgothe.rhoi)d” (80). The
experience of being a mother is therefore subllm'e and hence i is
consequently understood to be a matter of regret if one is depriveg
of the “pleasurable pains of motherhood” (Laburnum 79),
Lipoktula, the oldest generation in the story, however,
could not reveal her dark secret before anyone. She chooges to
remain silent so as to protect herself and her family from socjg)
stigma and humiliation. She, however, has to pay a price for it by
designing a break up of her very own daughter with Imsu, in order
to stop an incestuous marriage. Medemla, as a consequence, gives
up any relation with other men. She later confronts with a situation
in her workplace as a nurse, where a girl child is left abandoned by
her biological parents. She looks after this forlorn child and is
drawn towards her emotionally. She then adopts this child, risking
her job and finally leaving it for her. She is deeply disappointed and
sad when she discovers that her daughter, Martha is pregnant by
her classmate, Apok. But the grandmother, Lipoktula understands
this “law of attraction” between g man and a woman and proposes
for an immediate wedding of Martha with Apok. All these three
women, however, share some experiences and decisions that

question the stereotypica) patriarchal structures.
8.1. Conclusion

they
mystifies th

experienc
highlighting the '
writes, “The baby's W

circle hThe > tory tells of a woman's “terrible secret which comes ful
- Cﬂ?ng ing h_e’" daughter’s and grandmother’s lives as well as her
- conflicting eémotional states that these three wome’
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ceading Temsula Ao’s “Three Womeyy’ through , Feminist |
; . st Lens

omen share among themselyes, Th

e un(lerlyin f

) » | > £ female

t ciousness of these women seekg cultural, political social and

rﬂl-;{-if ﬂ,eedom m a Very unconventiona] w s
tistic

| ay. The pro|
ue significantly describe childbirth Scenes pTh;)g;;er:m:
. sent

s celebration of a ritual that reinforces the tieg between
S ) .

"wthel' and daughter, the woman-to-woman circle where an glder
m

- with instinctual knowing and the wisdom of her experience
W - young mother to bring a new life intg the world, This short
151; 13’ combats the forces of subjugating women by defying the

Private experiences asg

tereotypical role and exposing women's
s
mothers and daughters. It stresses on the courage of women who

decides o resist the forces of patriarchal hegemony, It records the
qrvival strategies adopted by these women to combat and defend
gainst the various complexities of subjugation and resistance.,

e epﬂog
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