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CONCEPT OF pprSON
Dr. Namita Kalita

Person, an individual i y
al is capable of moral agency. Although the details of their theories of human
nature differ wi . -
idely, Descartes, Locke, Kant and Strawson, all accepted a functional description
of the pe i . S 2 T
person that includes both mental and physical features: the attribution of responsibilitics

to a moral agent requires both the ability to choose and an ability to act on that choice.

One of the central problems of metaphysics is what it is to be a person. The answer ought to
account for central phenomena of personhood; traditionally, command of language, sclf-
consciousness, control or agency, and moral worth or title to request are amongst the salient
characteristics that have been thought to distinguish persons from other forms of life. In Lock,
“person” is a “forensic term, applying for moral reasons.” A dualistic approach regards a person
as an amalgam of an essentially separate mind and body, with the resulting problem of
reinventing their unity in the living person, monistic theories, such as that of Strawson’s
Individuals (1959), work with a primitive concept of a person, as someonc think logically
capable of being described in bodily or mental terms. A popular modem analogy is with the

compatible software and hardware descriptions of a computer.

Descartes, Rene (1596-1650): French philosophers. Descartes’s efforts to achieve certainty
in the face of scepticism mark the origins of modern epistemology.

Locke (1632-1704): English Philosopher. Lock was born in Wrington and educated at
Oxford, where he seemed destined for a career in medicine.

Kant, Immanual (1724-1804): German philosopher who revolutionised modem philosophy,
in an effort to counter the sceptical arguments of Hume and provide a firm basis for human
knowledge and morality. Kant used transcendental arguments to show that human beings

apply synthetic a priori judgements as the preconditions for any possible experience.

Strawson, Peter F. (1919-  ): British philosopher who applies the methods of analytic

philosophy to traditional philosophical problems. Strawson criticised Russell’s theory of
descriptions in *On Referring” (1950) and developed the notion of descriptive (as opposed to
revisionary) metaphysics in reference to problem of reidentification of particulars in

Individual: An Essay in Descriptive Metaphysics (1959). His The Bounds of Sense (1966) is

an extended commentary on the critical philosophy of Kant.
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