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yof Gbl’ﬁhi'?l Rule on Gender
" yviolence in India

Dipankar Mohan

m
gehion

;endfr‘h35Ed violence has deep historical roots in India,

; ~ultiple forces, including colonial rule, When the Bri

;,nmr}, they imposed foreign

lﬁi auances and cultural

a phenomenon shy ped
tish arrived in the | 8tk
| 'Iegal and social systems. often disregarding
Intricacies. The British Empire’s intrudu:tinn n?
o legal frameworks and social policies left an enduring impact on Indian
ey, altering the traditional power dynamics and roles of women. This
sucle examines the extent to which colonial rule influenced gender-based
iolence, focusing on how the British codified and reinforced patriarchal norms,

anributed to the marginalization of women, and how these effects lingered
apost-colonial India,

Objectives
The Objectives of the Study are
* Toexamine Colonial Influence on Gender Norms,
* Todiscuss the Colonial Legacy in Post-Colonial Gender Relations.
* To understand British Stereotypes and Social Interventions.
Methodology
The approach of this study is analytical and historical in nature and sources
sed in preparing this article is based on secondary sources and these are
“llected from various books and articles.
Discussion
The British colonial era in India (1858-1947) weaa period marked by prut‘nunc:
0cia], legal, and economic uansfﬂﬂﬂﬂli“'_"‘"- Whlc!'l rﬁshap:_d mar:y as;:c:hlts ?ﬂ
ndian society, including gender dynamics. 'ﬂfhnle colonial rule so in
“Civilimen 1o 4: : - tices considered morally objccuqna y
Mlize” India by intervening N Pre® inforced and entrenched patriarchal
Hehas sari (widow immolation), It algo s

1 ' iolence.
Normg ; ot i smind women’s yulnerability to gender basqd ::l:tcgics
510 ways incre : ONOMIE §
IS artic| A h wBriﬁshP“Hc'ﬁ' |ggalr¢fnnﬂ5,ﬂ{1‘:?::m“dﬂ“ India.
" icle explores :d iy with effects that persis
dCled pender-based V! '
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Colon inl Polic

Legal Norms: The Byig;

- grructures and Leg + The Britigp, ..
o Family Structy Sa
. Reshaping :

es with ;1 lens of mord! .!:ilfpt:riuril-}r. .“ﬂm 'Eadjng to iﬂll:l::dlnif”‘ae
e example, the Hn}lsh []r{}hlhll{fd. the Practice of

ustoms. FO smolate on their husband’s funeral pyre, vi '
" izational mission. While ending sat; Was p:ﬂ
Rritish authorities were celective in their interventions, leaving Othey :;‘:llh
e uch s child marriage and d_u;nw}r dcnm.ncfs. largely ungq drc.,:u
The introduction of personal [aws otiified 4y I"E‘llgll‘.}ll ~ Such as the Hing
Code and Sharia-based Muslim P::t‘ﬁ'*l’"al Law —enforced patriarcjyg Sfruﬂu:
by freezing women ‘s roles within family systems. These laws restricteq wlﬂ'ﬂm:
”'gh“ to property, custody, and divorce, heightening their dependeng, ind

= -

!
Er,.,l_L

. u‘hth_

"® 1,

indian practic

in local ¢
widows would self-

han as a moral and civil

P ac

\ulnerability to violence within the family.
2 Reinforcement of Patriarchal Structures: The British administranm-,
approach to governance relied on alliances with Indian patriarchal elites, whig
ed 10 an implicit reinforcement of male-dominated power structures Laws
that denied women access to education, property, and public roles were
strengthened, deepening the divide between genders, Additionally, British
admimistrators stercotyped Indian women as vietims in need of Wester
rescue. leading to a paternalistic attitude that ignored the voices of local
women and their advocacy,
| By viewing Indian society through a colonial and paternalistic lens,
t:: British afu_:n anribruted gender-based violence to Indian “tradition” rather
;n;:‘g;Eﬂ“ui":;’:i:‘1:1;"3:::“::5 perpcluat'inn. This framework sidelined
and contributed to 2 legacy that viewed

violence against w i
| EAIDSt women as an issue 1o be addressed only within Indian society
rather than as an effect of colonial structures ) .
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‘:{:1 |'1hulinns. making them financially dependent on male '[“'-

¥ more vulnerable to dt::mesl IC Violence and ex ploitation.

: | Fram.l‘“"_“'["-‘ and {_rflllltl‘-‘liﬂged Vidlence
Cﬁminalmﬁllflm a?ul the C lﬂ.ﬂlllill Justice System: British colonial authoritie
“;Hmfl}' '-’“'"‘"‘_mz‘j"d practices to enforce moral superiority, such a:.“tll:ﬁ
_anibition of .tfm. _wnlhnul a broader commitment to women's rights ThE
;;:illﬁh criminal justice system marginalized women's voices, often dismilssini

estic violence Cases as Pt_‘ivalc. 1‘;1|11i13' matters rather than criminal offen u:"c
his legal bias left women with limited recourse for protection against vinlcﬁc;
winforcing patriarchal norms and limiting (he effectiveness of legal reforms |
s mpact of Personal Law on Women’s Rights: The imposition nfpcr.mr;al
qws based on religious identity created a fragmented legal system that often
«renched gender inequality. Hindu and Muslim personal laws maintained
raditional family structures where women'’s rights to inheritance, property,
snd divorce were severely limited, increasing their dependence on male family
members. By codifying these laws, the British solidified patriarchal practices,
making it difficult for women to seek justice for violence, discrimination, or

evploitation within their own households.
Legacy of Colonial Rule in Post-Colonial Gender Dynamics
The colonial era left a lasting impact on Indian society, with many gender-

codified into law that persisted beyond independence. The
liance on male elites

post-independence,

n's cconomic
EHT‘HI_"_" mem hu’r‘;

based inequalities
British reinforcement of patriarchal structures and theirre

meant that systemic violence against women continued

embedded in both cultural norms and legal framewurks..,
I. Continuation of Patriarchal Legal Structures: After independence, personal

laws largely remained in place, contributing to ﬂﬂgﬂiﬂggﬂﬂﬂﬂ'hﬂ“d violence.
Efforts to reform these laws, such as the Hindu Code Bills and later C:mpaltgni
for uniform civil codes, faced resistance due to the deep entrenchment ©

tolonial-era divisions in family laW.
2. Cultural Legacy and Stereotypes
Women as oppressed victims oF a3 be
and international peﬁpectivas on g_ﬂ'ndr:r.- ’
Sereotypes have contributed 10 framing £°" ality
SSue, complicating efforts for gender equ

Sensitivity over systemic change:

- Colonial narratives that portrayed ll?dian
arers of sradition” shaped buﬂ? national
based violence in India. These
er-based violence as a cultural
by emphasizing cultural
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Conclusion
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British administr
and perpetuated violence. The
nen's economic indepe

lack of attention O wol
this period have had long-lasting effects on Indiap, )
| impact is essential to contextualize the ::L o
, India and to challenge the systemic slrucg{zl
Iey

lence even in the modern era.

established during
| Inderstanding this colonia

struggle for women’s rights I
based VIO

“Colonialism, Nationalism, and Colonializ
" American Ethnologist, 16(4), 623

that perpetuate gender-
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